SEPTEMBER 1986

NCDXC CALENDAR
Sept. 14 - NCDXC Meeting and Picnic, SLAC ,
Palo Alto .
Sept. 24- Deadline for inputs to the next issue
of the DXer.
Oct. 1 - Marathon results due to WCGI.
Oct. 10- 40th birthday of NCDXC! Min-marathon starts.
April 3-5, 1987 - 38th International DX
Convention, Visalia
+

=+ =+

NEXT MEETING- SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 14 AT THE
STANFORD LINEAR
ACCELERATOR
The September meeting of the NCDXC will
be a Sunday picnic meeting, back at the
Stanford Linear Accelerator picnic ground.
Steve, WGMKM, has pulled out all stops to
make this a worthwhile and enjoyable day. Of
course, family and friends are invited.
Directions are given below. The gates will
open at 10:00AM. Steve has arranged a special,
professionally guided tour of the accelerator.
This two hour tour will start promptly at
11 :OOAM and will run until 1:OOPM. Barbeques
will be available for you to cook up your
favorite fodder. Bring your own food, cooking
gear and eating utensils. The club will supply
liquid refreshments, paper plates, and plenty of
red-hot charcoal After lunch is finished Chuck
AAGG, will run a 2M transmitter hunt. Th~
prize for the champion transmitter snifferouter will be awarded at the meeting, to start
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around 3:00PM, at which time we will also
raffle off some prizes including one for the
ladies. We'll clear out at 4:00PM .
Here's the agenda for the day in capsule
form:
Sunday, September 14
Stanford Linear Accelerator, Sand Hill
Road, Palo Alto
1000 Gates open
1100 Tour starts
1300 Tour ends
1300 Charcoal ready
1400 Hidden transmitter hunt
1500 Meeting, depending on condition
of members
1600 Gates close
Last, but not least, fun and games
throughout the day!
Directions: Take Hwy. 280 to Sand Hill Rd .
Turn off to east (in the direction of the Bay),
about 1 mile. Take a right turn at the second
stop light directly into the Linear Accelerator
property . The guard at the gate knows about
the picnic and will provide directions to the
parking/picnic area.

+
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FROM THE PREZ
Well, the Marathon has just about run its
course and from the activity I have been
hearing on the repeater, I think there will be
some formidable scores this year. With the
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taking.
George will also testify to the
invaluable help he has received from his staff,
some of whom will still be on board . George
himself has agreed to continue writing the
monthly contest column, and also has
volunteered to listen to me patiently whenever
I have complaints. Hal Godfrey, N6AN, will
continue contributing articles from time to
time. Jim Hicks, KK6X, has agreed to keep up
the DX Ladder, a job he has done superbly in
the past. Dave Hillman, N6AUS, will still be
responsible for the mailing list and labels. Dave
is the one who maintains the master mailing
record, including the license expiration date
which appears each month on your DXer label.
While you think about it, like right now, you
might take a quick peek at your label and let
Dave know if any corrections should be made.
One new face is Ron Panton, WGVG, who has
volunteered to take charge of the very
important and time-consuming task of final
production and mailing of the bulletin. Our
thanks are due Dick Letrich, WB6WKM, who has
done yeoman service for George on the
production end; Dick is also taking a welldeserved vacation.

Marathon just about over, the club picnic can't
be far away.
In fact, the club picnic will be the
September meeting, and will be held on
September 14, 1986 at the facilities of the
Stanford Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC) in
Palo Alto. Steve, W6MKM and his crew have a
fun day planned for us. Directions and a
schedule of events appear elsewhere in the
DXer.

October 10, 1986 will mark the 40th
birthday of the Northern California DX Club.
To commemorate the anniversary, the club will
issue a 40 year award certificate to DXers
outside the continental U.S.A. who submit
proof of a QSO with 40 club members during
the period of October 10, 1986 through
October 10, 1987. Look for Hal, NGAN's article
in this month's DXer describing the whole
program and how club members can also win a
nice award.
Congratulations to Rich, KB6JK, who, on
August 8, 1986, became a Grandpa and passed
his Extra Class Lcense exam on the same day.

If, as I say above, putting out the DXer is
such a big job, why would anyone in command
of his senses be willing to take it onJ Quite
simple - as George and most previous editors
will testify, it is fun! At least for a while. When
it's no longer fun you'll have a new editor. And
I do plan to have fun with the DXer during my
turn around the block. I hope that you will all
share in it.

See you all at the picnic on Sept. 14,

1986.
73 es DX,
Lou, K6TMB
+
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My main objective as editor is to produce a

FROM THE EDITOR

DXer which will have a unifying effect on the
club, a DXer that you will want to curl up with
in a chair and read from cover to cover, a DXer

First off, let me offer the collective thanks
from the NCDXC membership to George Allan,
WA60, for his turn as editor of the DXer. Those
who have never been there really can never
appreciate how much work it is to turn out a
monthly bulletin of the size of the DXer, and to
do it all on time, in budget, and still be able to
take time with the family- and to DX a bit too.
It's a big job. And it's an important job, for it is
really the glue that holds the club together- for
many members, especially those in outlying
areas, the DXer is the only regular contact with
the club. George has done himself proud on all
counts and deserves the vacation he is now

that will make your $24.00 per year dues all
seem worthwhile.
How can that be pulled off? Although I
have some ideas - some very definite ideas about how to get there from here, it's an old
saw, but still true, that an editor needs the
support of the membership to make a go of it.
So tell me what you want in the DXer. If you
like what you see, write and tell me! If you
don't like what you see, write and tell me too!
Write! -de W6CF
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K6AN- SILENT KEY
We were saddened to hear of the passing of Ed Peck,
K6AN, ex W6LDD, on August 11. Ed was made a director
of the YASME FOUNDATION in the early 1960s, during the
time of Danny Weil's activity. He assisted the YASME
FOUNDATION for many years as its attorney as well as a
Director. He assisted in obtaining its tax deductible status.
The Foundation by-laws and its legal status were to a
large extent drafted and obtained by him . Many years
later these documents were used by other tax deductible
organizations as a guide in obtaining their IRS status.
Specifically, they were used by the NCDXDF and the IDXF.
Ed was W6LDD for many years and later became K6AN.
From 1950 to 1970 he attended most of the joint meetings
of the NCDXC and SCDXC. He placed high in many DX
contests during those years. We are including a copy of
the obituary published in the Oakland Tribune of August
12, 1986.
73 - Lloyd, W6KG, and Iris, W6QL
Obituary from the Oakland Tribune, August 11, 1986
EDWARD F. PECK in San Francisco August 11, 1986; a
resident of Walnut Creek; husband of Mary Rachel Peck;
father of Penelop Shandrew, Laura Berman, Catherine
Lowe, Patricia Doyle, Edward Peck, Jr. and George Peck;
brother of
Robert Peck; also survived by six
grandchildren. A native of Oakland; aged 67 years. A
practicing attorney for 30 years.
Memorial services will be held Thursday August 14,
1986 at 1:OOPM at the Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian
Church, 49 Knox Dr., Lafayette.
Family prefers
contributions to the American Cancer Society or the Heart
Association, Interment Mt. View Cemetery, Oakland.
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the one year long celebration . Changes to the
procedures manual were discussed, approved,
and will be incorporated in the manual. These
changes relate to details of the family
membership and logs for the club marathon.
Westlink will be aired this week, but not the
following week, and a canvass of members will
be made to see if we should continue Westlink.
The club picnic details were finalized . W6MKM
is handling the Stanford Linear Accelerator
plans. Present plans include a tour of the
facility at 11AM on Sunday, September 14, with
a transm itter hunt and a barbecue later in the
day. Chuck, AA6G, presented a proposal for a
NCDXC " Achievement Award," a 9 band DXCC.
Details will be forthcoming as the board
approved his ideas. W6CF gave his plans for
details of the forthcoming DXer issues.
In
response to a request from the Pacific Division .
ARES (Amateur Rad io Emergency Service), the
board re-affirmed its commitment to making
the repeater available as a backup repeater in
case of a declared emergency. The club archive
locker will be continued for another year. 1987
convention plans were discussed, with prices for
rooms up one dollar from last year in Visalia.
NW6P is the program chairman, and volunteers
are solicited for prize chairman. Our Christmas
party will be handled by Bob Thompson, K6SSJ,
and Lou Beaudet, K6TMB will Santa Claus.

MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 1986
MEETING OF THE NCDXC
AUGUST 8, 1986
The meeting was held at Harry's Hof
Brau at the Palo Alto golf course. Cocktails
preceded dinner, and the meeting was
convened at 7:57PM . Guests were introduced
by Ted Algren, KA6W. Announcements
included mention of the club picnic September
14 at the Stanford Linear Accelerator, Christmas
dinner meeting December 21, and comments
by Knock, K61TL, on the recent ARRL board
meeting.
Knock also gave his treasurer's
report, and so far 126 members have paid their
dues. We have a total of 364 dues paying
mem~ers. The very fine program presented by
Karl Lind, KE6D, was on the subject of SETI, the
Search for ExtraTerrestrial Intelligence. Karl 's
search is centered on the star Sigma Draconus
18.2 light years from earth.
His receiv~
frequency is 1.42 gigaHertz, with a passband of
1 Hertz. W6VG gave a first membership
a~plication reading for K6ZUR, Chuck Coleman,
remstatement for K6SMH, and life membership
for Gene Pera, W6DOT. Approval was given for
K6SMH and W6DOT. With no old business, or
no new business, the meeting was adjourned at
9:21PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Panton, W6VG
Secretary

Respectfully submitted ,
Ron Panton, W6VG
Secretary

+ = + = +

+ = + = +

MARATHON SCORES DUE BY
OCTOBER 1

MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 1986
MEETING OF THE NCDXC BOARD
OF DIRECTORS
AUGUST 8, 1986

Marathon chairman Steve, WC61 , wants
all hands to be reminded that marathon scores
are due to him by October 1. Don't forget !

The meeting was held at the home of
W6VG. Present were K6TMB, KA6W, K61TL,
W6VG, W6JZU, N6AN, W6SZN, W6TEX, W6CF,
W6MKM , AA6G, AG6Q, and K6SSJ .
The
meeting convened at 7:30PM. 40th anniversary
award details were discussed, and will appear
m the DXer Coffee mugs with a NCDXC logo
will be awarded the winners in the club minimarathon which will be held the first 10 days of

Steve has a new mailing address w hich
should be used to avoid delays. It isSteve Brunt, WC61
PO Box 62344
Sunnyvale, CA 94088
+
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October
10,
1986
through
October 10, 1987 is required.
Prepare a list in alphabetical
order with UTC, date, time,
accompanied
by QSL cards
confirming contacts. Have the list
certified by an officer of any
recognized ham society of club.
Send the list (no QSLs) to: NCDXC,
Box 608, Menlo Park, CA 94026,
U.S.A.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DX CLUB
40 YEAR AWARD
On October 10, 1986, the Northern
California DX Club will be 40 years old. To
commemorate this historical event, the Board
of Directors has approved a 40 year award to be
issued, as a certificate, free of charge, to hams
outside the U.S.A. who work 40
NCDXC
members during the period October 10, 1986
through October 10,1987.

It might be a good idea to identify
ourselves as members of the NCDXC when in
QSO with DX stations.

The award will complement the
California Aard as a means to further publicize
the NCDXC; it will apprise the world ham
fraternity that the oldest incorporated DX club
has been in existence for 40 years; it will
stimulate interest for foreign hams to work
NCDXC members; and it wi ll promote more onthe-air time between club members and
foreign hams.

So let's all get on the bandwagon, work
DX, do our QSLing, and have fun celebrating
the 40th anniversary of the greatest DX club in
the world .
Hal, N6AN
+ = + = +

To get into the spirit of our 40th
anniversary and to kick off this event, a minimarathon of sorts, for club members, will be in
effect during the ten day period from October
10 to October 20, 1986 (zulu) . Al l that is
requ ired of club members is to work 40 DX
stations, in at least ten different countries,
during this time frame, and to submit a list of
the call signs worked to our contest chairman,
Steve, WC61. For this effort a coffee mug,
suitably worded to fit the occasion, wil l be
awarded to eligible members.

NEW FORMAT
Unless you are fast asleep, you will have
noticed a change in the appearance of the
DXer. As an experiment this issue is being
prepared using a two column format and using
a new typeface and size. The typeface uses
proportional spacing . The net result is that
approximately one-third more material can be
put on a page than was possible previously.
This means more material per bulletin, or fewer
pages for a given fixed amount of informationwhich also · means lower costs to the club.
Please drop me a line with your comments, both
pro and con.
de W6CF

Kip, W6SZN , is in charge of publicity for
the 40 years award. He is in the process of
contacting most ofthe leading DX bulletins and
magazines requesting the following 40 year
award ru les be publ ished .

+ = + = +

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA OX CLUB 40
YEAR AWARD

DX LADDER

The Northern California DX Club
(NCDXC) will offer an award to
celebrate the 40 years the club
has been in existence. KH6, KL7
and hams out side the U.S.A. are
eligible for a free certificate.
Proof of QSO with 40 NCDXC
members during the period

An update to the NCDXC member DX
ladder is scheduled for next month's DXer.
Please send additions and changes as soon as
possible to Jim Hicks, KK6X. Jim 's address is
given on the back page of every issue.
+ = + = +
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After obtaining death certificate information for 1,691 of the subjects, he discovered
that 24 had died from various types of
leukemia . The expected number of leukemia
victims in a suitably matched control group
would have been 12.6.
The incidence of
lymphatic and monocytic leukemias was no
higher among the radio hobbyists than normal,
but myeloid and unspecified leukemias showed
sharp increases.

INTERNATIONAL OX
CONVENTION
VISALIA, APRIL 3, 4, 5, 1987
The 38th annual International DX
Convention will be held April 3 to April 5, 1987,
according to Chairmen Len, K6ANP, and Lyle,
WW6F. A star-studded affair is promised for
the faithful. The convention will again be held
at the Holiday Inn near the Visalia airport. The
hotel is presently undergoing extensive
renovations, and should be in tip-top shape by
April. By then the name will have changed too,
from the Holiday Inn to the GROSVENOR
HOTEL.
Room reservations are now being
accepted, at 209-651-5000. Tell them you will
be attending the DX Convention . DO NOT
attempt to get your reservation through the
Holiday Inn 800 number- their computers show
that the hotel is completely sold out and they
will not book the room for you. Call Visalia
directly at the number given above .

In a separate study reported in The
Lancet, government researchers in New Zealand
found that the leukemia rate was unduly high
for occupations involving exposure to the
electrical and magnetic fields associated with
alternating current.
Comparing 546 male
leukemia victims with 2,184 men selected as
controls, the group found the statistics
"generally support the suggestion that
electrical workers are at increased risk of
leukemia."
+

+ = + = +
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DEADLINES DEADLINES

HAM RADIO- HAZARDOUS TO
YOUR HEALTH?

Several persons have asked about the
deadline for inputs to the DXer. The normal
deadline is the Wednesday of the second week
prior to the monthly Friday meeting date. That
works out to be 16 days prior to each normal
meeting. The deadline for the October issue is
Wed-nesday, September 24.

The following article appeared in the
Chicago Tribune on June 23, 1985. I don't recall
reading about it elsewhere- perhaps the whole
thing has blown over. At any rate, read it and
wonder - - de W6CF .

Why so much time? Well, we want to get
the issue in the mail so as to be in your hands on
Monday of the week of the meeting . Before the
bulletin is ready for mailing I must type it, proof
it, correct it, lay it out and get it to Ron Panton
who in turn sees that it is printed, assembled.
addressed , stamped and mailed. Of the 16 days,
only 9 of them are available for us to do our job
-the rest of the time is for the mailman . As a
reminder, the deadline will appear in each issue
of the DXer.

Cancer tied to exposure to electricity
New York Times News Service

Statistics turned up by Dr. Samuel
Milham Jr., an epidemiologist for Washington
state, suggest that ham radio operators may be
nearly twice as prone to leukemia as the rest of
the population.
Reporting in a recent issue of The Lancet,
Mi lham presented the results of a survey of
more than 1,900 amateur radio operators in the
states of Washington and California who died
from 1971 to 1983.

deW6CF
+
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{Editor's note- the following material arrived in
my mailbox a few days ago unannounced . For
those of you who are new to 147.36, it should
be explained that the CATS net is the acronym
for Chatting and Transmitting Society., a name
that was informally adopted by the NCDXC net
back in the days when it was held on 2M AM
simplex.)

Aug. 11

WB6ZUC announces there is a
pileup at 14021 but can't hear
anything. Anybody hear anything'
Nobody can even hear a pileup.
WB6ZUC announces she worked a
5Z4 from under the pileup.

Aug . 14

KA61NG announces an interesting
DX opening on 6 meters. Nobody
responds . {What's the matter with
you people? DX is DX no matter
what band. So get on 6!)

Aug . 17

Nobody on net. There is DX out
there. Not a word . How can the
NCDXC justify the use of the
frequency if nobody is using it? We
miss the droll inputs from the low
Sierras from Phil W6LQC. If you are
a real DXer you will try to work the
stuff when it's hard to hear or find.
Anybody can work DX when the
sunspots are all clutched up and
swirling around .

Aug. 18

WA6AHF announces interesting
info he copied on RTTY from W1AW
bulletin . He cop ies the bulletins
daily and reads off the interesting
items over the CATS net. Thank you
Rubin!

Aug . 20

W6QHS receives a 599 + 63 from a
SVO. W6GO receives a 599 + 62 . The
Mill Valley Philosopher {MVP - not
Most Valuable Player) W6TSQ gets a
599 + 65. W6GO announces plans to
add another 3 elements to the
beam and 70 more feet on top of
the tower . MVP TSQ offers to lower
his dipole 17 feet to be more
competitive with the other locals.
N6QR gets a 599 + 61. MVP TSQ
offers to lower his dipole another
10 feet. WA6AHF calls the SVO --on
CW. MVP TSQ faints.

Aug. 23

Nobody on net. Why not' Use it or
lose it.

Aug . 25

K655J moving to San Joaquin Valley.
Los Gatos officials refused his
request to erect a W6KPC-type
tower in his back yard.

YEOOOWWWLLLS HEARD ON
THE CATS NET
by Anonymous Catperson
Aug. 1

Rubin, WA6AHF, announced he
bought a new TS-940 . Afraid to
open the box.

Aug . 2

WA6AHF unpacks 940. The DadRatted-Dumb-Turkey 940 has too
many knobs.

Aug. 3

WA6AHF announced the DadRatted-Dumb-Turkey {DRDT) 940
does not work.

Aug . 4

W6JD announces his XYL will let
him have a beam if he quits
smoking .

Aug. 5

WA6AHF announces the DRDT 940
does indeed work. He read the first
page of the operating manual
about the on/off switch .

Aug. 6

WA6AHF announces that some of
the knobs on the DRDT 940 have no
obvious use.

Aug . 7

WA6AHF announces some of the
knobs came to life. He read three
more pages of the manual .

Aug. 8

WA6AHF declares that the DRDT
940 is not as good as the old TR3 he
traded in .

Aug. 9

WA6AHF announces the DRDT 940
is better than the old TR3. Amazing
results when the antenna was
moved from the ground terminal to
the antenna terminal.
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Aug. 27

WA6AHF tries new mike. The new
DRDT mike not as good as the old
one.

Aug. 28

WA6AHF announces the new mike
ok. The old one not as good as he
remembers.

Aug. 30

How come with 400 members in
NCDXF there is such little activity on
the net? We used to say "no chitchat ... this is a DX net for DX
announcements only." So, if there
is no DX, the net is not used. Let's
change that a bit and keep the net
in use. Think of something. Cats is
cats. Yeeoowl now and then!

Nombres explained that GEARVAKf will supply
the necessary certification and paste-on labels
for each frequency sold. "After a year, the
GEARVAKf Committee on Publications will
begin selling a GEARVAKf Frequency Namebook listing all named frequencies," he said.
"This will aid hams who wish to meet schedules
on named frequencies rather than the oldfashioned numbered ones. Before long, we'll
be able to meet other hams on frequencies such
as John Doe, or Joe Doaks, or Richard Nixon, or
Billy Carter," Dr. Nombres concluded. Those
who wish to apply for a named frequency
should send $350 cash for each single kilohertz
desired to: GEARVAKf Band Segments, c/o
Slime Sales Corp., 1422 Pleasant Sludge Road,
Stagnant Pond, OH 456293-1098. This offer is
limited to 10 kilohertz per customer per ham
band.

Anon cannot be on monitoring all the time, so
may have missed something that absolutely
should be reported to the membership on the
log of t~e CATS net. Please report the factual
info and gossip to the editor of the DXer.
Phone call, post card, whatever - even in
person.
+

Thanks GEARVAKf Bulletin and KA8AQH
+ = + = +

QUIZ

=+ =+

What is the score of the annual SCDXC/
NCDXC ARRL DX Contest competition? That is,
how many times has the SCDXC taken home the
trophy, and how many times have we Northerners won? See answer below.
de KGTMB

NAMED FREQUENCIES OFFERED
BY GEARVAKf
GEARVAKf Frequency Coordinator, Dr.
Margaret A. Cycle, announced last Thursday
that the GEARVAKf Trusteeship Council has
approved a new sub-committee for the purpose
of naming -- for a price -- the various
frequencies of the amateur radio bands. The
newly-formed Subcommittee on Frequency
Names will undertake the naming and sale of
kilohertz segments of the ham bands. "Noting
that other organizations are now naming
newly-discovered stars, planets, moons, asteroids, craters, and other celestial objects after
persons who wish to buy everlasting fame,"
said Ms. Cycle, "the Trusteeship Council
believed that GEARVAKf could apply the same
marketing strategy to ham frequencies "
According to the new Chairman of the Subcommittee on Frequency Names, Dr. Les
Nombres, "Beginning July 1, any GEARVAKf
member can honor any friend, idol, or even
him/herself simply by purchasing one or more
frequencies of a favorite ham band."
Dr.

i weal ea A

·zz )XO)N - E ~ )XO)S :JaMSU'v'
+ = + = +

TRIVIA FOR TUBE FANATICS
W1 MIJ's name is GETTER
WAOCYN's name is PLATE
KA6DKQ's name is HEATER
+ = + = +

I'LL BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW THAT
W6FFP's name is MORSE
WB9YLU's name is CODE
N6GRV's name is SENDER
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CHANGES TO NCDXC PROCEDURES MANUAL
Changes to the NCDXC Procedures Manual were approved by the Board of Directors on August 20,
1986. Club members are requested to make the following changes in their copies of the Procedures
Manual.
2-100 Payment of Dues
Change subparagraph b. to read: Full members, family members, and absentee members shall pay
dues, annually, in the amount to be established by the Board of Directors and ratified by the
membership.
Add a subpragraph c. to read: Family members are defined as full members, who are joined by
marriage, or are children of a full member, living in the same household. All shall have the privileges
and benefits as full members, except only one club publication and one club roster, per family, will
be furnished.
Add a subparagraph d. to read: Life members dues shall be sixty percent (60%) of the current full
member dues rate, times the average life expectancy for each age interval. A one-time single
payment shall be made at time of application in accordance with the following table.

Age
Interval

20-25
26-30
31-35
36-40
41-45
46-50
51-55
56-60
61-65
66-70
71-75
76-80
81-85

Average Life
Expectancy

55.5
50.8
46.0
41.5
36.8
32.5
28.0
23.9
20.1
16.7
13.5
10.6
8.5

*Dues rate
Effective
1 July 1986
$800
730
660
600
530
465
405
345
290
240
195
155
120

7-101 NCDXC Marathon
Rewrite subparagraph g. to read : Call signs representing stations worked during the Marathon
period and other required information shall be compiled on NCDXC Form- MC and submitted to the
contest chairman before October 1st.
Delete in entirety, existing subparagraphs h. and i.
Reletter subparagraphs j . to h., k. to i ., I. to j ., m. to k. , and n. to I.
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