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JULY 1988
CALENDAR

DUES ARE DUE- DUES ARE DUE

July 2-3 Venezuelan Independence Contest, Phone.
July 4 W6KG/W6QL annual 4th of July party and
Golden Wedding Anniversary . W6KG/W6QL
QTH, Richmond, 2:00P.M. to 5:00P.M. PleaseNo gifts!
July 8 NCDXC July meeting, Harry's Hofbrau, Palo
Alto.
July 9 Electronic Flea Market, Foothill College. ~
July 9-10 IARU HF Conte.st.
July 27 Deadline for inputs to August DXer.
July 30-31 Venezuelan Independence Contest, CW.
July 30-31 County Hunters CW Contest.
Aug. 12 NCDXC August meeting.

NCDXC dues are payable as of July 1 for the period
of July 1, 1988 through June 30, 1989. The dues
schedule is as follows:

+

Regular members (living in No. Calif.)- $24.00.
Absentee members (living elsewhere)- $16.00 .
Family members (two or more at the same mailing
address) - $24.00 for the first one, $15 .00 for
each additional member.
The final date for payment is September 30. Those
who do not pay by that cutoff date will not be listed in
the next Roster, will not receive the DXer, and will be
required to pay a $10.00 reinstatement fee to get back
in.
Pay your dues early and avoid the rush!

=+ = +

+

=+ =+

FROM THE PREZ
The end of July marks the last
month of service from your present
B.O.D. and we all know that this past
year has been a difficult time for the
entire club. We have addressed and
resolved the issue of repeater expansion and now face the possibility of
"splintering" due to the extreme interest in the packet movement; however,
the club is financially sound, membership remains near the 400 mark and we
solidly defeated the SCDXC in the 1988
ARRL Contests. With each and everyTed , KAGW
one's support, the NCDXC can and will
grow together over the coming year!
BEST WISHES, CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME to the new club officers and directors : President Jerry Griffin, W8MEP; Vice-President Dave Engle,
KE6ZE; Secretary Tom Jones, K6TS; Treasurer Stan
Kuhl, K6MA; Directors Ha l Godfrey, N6AN and Chuck
Patterson, K6RK. Please continue to support your new

NEXT MEETING: FRIDAY, JULY 8
MYSTERY PRESENTATION!!
The July meeting of the NCDXC will be at the usual
spot: Harry's Hofbrau, Embarcadero Road East, Palo
Alto. Cocktails at 6:00P.M ., dinner at 7:00, meeting at
8:00. What will the entertainment be? Your anonymous program chairman has dreamed up a mystery
presentation for the evening. What will it be? A
travelog? A Technical show? A musicale? Debby
Builds a Dipole? Attend and find out for yourself. As a
special mystery, we will have a rerun of the mystery of
the contest badges. Have the badges arrived? The
first to know will be those who attend the July
meeting!
+ = + = +
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all continue to share our talents to keep the NCDXC
the greatest DX club in the world.
Vy 73 es GUD DX,
Ted, KA6W

THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA OX CLUB, INC.
P.O. BOX 608, Menlo Park, CA 94026
The DXer is the bulletin of the NCDXC and is published monthly
for the benefit of its members : Permission to use any portion of
this publication is hereby granted, provided credit is given to the
DXer.
NCDXC OFFICERS
President
Vice Pres.
Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Director
Director
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Ted Algren
Jim Knochenhauer
Roger Gearhart
Frank Holst
Lou Beaudet
Chuck Vaughn
Ron Panton

KA6W
K61TL
W6PKB
W6ZKM
K6TMB
AA6G
W6VG
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MINUTES OF THE JUNE 1988 MEETING
The June meeting of the NCDXC was held at
Harry's Hofbrau, Palo Alto, on June 10, 1988.
The president, Ted, KA6W, called the meeting to
order at 7:41 P.M. A moment of silence was observed
for silent key Howard Sweezey, W6TZA. Bill, W6TEX,
welcomed our guests. Jim, W6CF, offered an update
on the DXAC. Rush Drake, W7RM, spoke of the
national convention to be held Sptember 9-11 in
Portland, Oregon and also ofthe upcoming Northwest
DX Convention to be held in Vancouver, BC on the 4th
of July weekend. Bob, K4UVT, announced the start of
the Summer Marathon on June 1, running for 90 days
With regret, Ted announced the resignation of Jim,
W6CF, as the editor of the DXer. Ted also announced
that a potential convention chairman has volunteered
but only if a suitable program chairman can be found.
Where are the volunteers??? The candidates presented by the nominating committee headed by Ron,
W6VG, assisted by Knock, KGITL and Uncle Vern,
W6ERS, were:

DXER STAFF
Editor
Jim Maxwell
W6CF
Contributing
George Allan
WA60
Contributing
Hal Godfrey
N6AN
DX Ladder
Jim Hicks
KK6X
Martin Oppenheimer
Production
KB6BW
Production
Ron Pa nton
W6VG
Send DXer contributions to
Jim Maxwell, W6CF
PO Box 473, Redwood Estates, CA 95044
Send DX ladder reports to
Jim Hicks, KK6X
737 Vista Pacifica Circle, Pismo Beach , CA 93449
NCDXC REPEATER W6TI/R
Input 147.96 MHz; Output 147.36 MHz;
Simplex 147.54 MHZ
W6RGG
Trustee
Bob Vallio
Repeater Committee chairman
K6TMB
,
Lou Beaudet
NCDXC TRURSDA Y NIGHT NET
On W6TI/R Thursday at 8 :00PM local time.
Operations Manager Ralph Hunt
AG6Q
DX News
Phil Garrahan
W6LQC
W6RQ
Propagation
A I Lotze
K4UVT
Contest News
Bob Dorsey
KD6AZ
Westlink
Dave Bottom
KZ6Z
Swap Shop
Steve Munro
QSL Info
Jan O'Brien
K6HHD
NCDXC OX BULLETIN BROADCASTS
W6RGG
Trustee
Bob Vallio
W6TI, the NCDXC memorial station, broadcasts
DX bulletins each Sunday at 1800 PST
(Monday at 0200 GMT) on 7 015 and 14.002 MHz.

President W8MEP, Jerry.
Vice President K4UVT, Bob, and KE6ZE, Dave.
Secretary KG6GF, Larry, and K6TS, Tom.
Treasurer, K6MA, Stan.
Directors NGAN, Hal; WGFGD, Marv; KGRK, Chuck;
W6MKM, Steve; KGGGF, Larry; K4UVT, Bob;
N6DJM, Morris, and KD6AZ, Dave.
Your new officers for the coming year are:

president and team of officers as you have so generously and unselfishly supported me and my officers
Serving the NCDXC through '88 has been a very
good experience for me. Thinking back, I remember
sharing my fears and concerns with several of you at
the beginning of my term . Fortunately those fears
and concerns never became reality. My own selfconfidence proved to be my biggest enemy! To those
of you who supported me during this past year by
telephoning, talking with me at meetings and writing
letters, I offer my deepest gratitude and THANKS ... to
those of you who volunteer and work on a continuing
basis to keep our club strong I cannot find the words
to adequately express my gratitude.
I'll leave you now with the following : I doubt that
any one form of DXing is really "better" than any
another ... CW, phone or the many mixed modes all
have their place in DXing. The transmission of DX
information (written, voice or packet form) for use by
our members should be explored and developed but
choosing one method over another (as in choice of
mode) remains a personal matter. There is room for so
many levels of interest in this great DXing hobby .. .let's

President W8MEP, Jerry Griffin.
Vice President KE6ZE, Dave Engle.
Secretary K6TS, Tom Jones.
Treasurer K6MA, Stan Kuhl.
Directors NGAN, Hal Godfrey, and K6RK, Chuck
Patterson.
Congratulations to all of the new officers from all
of us. The new officers were invited by Ted to attend
the next BOD meeting and they will take office at the
end of the regular July meeting. Ted announced that
KEGZE has just upgraded to EXTRA. The program of
the evening on "DX Packet Spotting Network" was
presented by Lew Jenkins, NGVV. The program was
very well received and was followed by many questions. Second readings were held for Wes Johnston,
WGYWH, Rich Smith, N6KT, Jerry Dowell, AI6L, and
Dave Pugatch, KIGWF. We are pleased to welcome
each of them into membership. There was further
discussion on the picnic location. Steve, W6M KM,
reported on his investigations and he was encouraged
to concentrate on Coyote Point in San Mateo and a
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location in the Castro Valley area. The raffle was held
before the meeting by Steve and the winners were
W7RM and N6AN. The meeting adjourned at 9:46
P.M .
A great time was had by all.

contest scores, published in the last DXer. Thanks
from all to Jay. Lou reported that the new controller
for the repeater will be installed by the end of the
month. Progress on other technical matters was also
reported. Steve, W6MKM, reported $30 profit from
the last raffle and his plans are to continue holding
raffles. Steve also reported that he has tentatively
reserved the Eucalyptus Grove at Coyote Point Park,
San Mateo, for September 25. The cost to the club will
be $37.50, parking at $3 per car. It was moved and
seconded that we pay the registration fee and to
continue with plans for the picnic. The secretary
received a request for Life Membership from Roger
Melen, WB6JXU. The BOD found him to meet all
requirements. It was moved and seconded to recommend Roger for Life Membership. The club members
will be asked to vote on Roger's application at the July
meeting. Several changes in the BY-LAWS and
P~OCEDURES Manual were advanced by a committee
ot W6PKB, W6VG and N6AN. The preponderance of
the changes were corrections of typos, spelling,
changing a word or two, etc. None of the changes
approved were considered substantial enough to be
published in the DXer. Due to the lateness of the
hour, additional changes were deferred to the next
BOD meeting for discussion. Hal, N6AN, offered to
write a summary article on the changes for the DXer.
The meeting adjourned at 10:28 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Roger A. Gearhart, W6PKB
Secretary
+::; +::; +

MINUTES OF THE JUNE 1988 MEETING OF
THE NCDXC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The presrdent, Ted, KA6W, called the meeting to
order at 7:30 P.M. on June 15, 1988, at the home of
W6VG . Present were club officers K61TL, W6ZKM,
W6VG, AA6G, KA6W, K6TMB and W6PKB, new club
officers W8MEP, KE6ZE, K6TS, K6MA, N6AN and K6RK,
and guests W6MKM and W61SQ. Helga Panton, XYL of
W6VG, was called out and properly thanked by the
BOD for her outstanding hosp itality for the many,
many meet ings held at the Panton home. Ted
welcomed the guests and the new officers. Jack,
W61SQ, discussed the "Amateur Ambassador Award."
He suggested that the NCDXC sponsor Max de
Henseler, HB9RS (4U 1UN in NY), as a candidate for the
award . No one on the present board knew him and a
motion by Lou, K6TMB, "Be it resolved that the
NCDXC endorse HB9RS for the AAA" died for the lack
of a second. However, the board felt that it would be
proper for Jack to advance Max's endorsement at the
next club meeting. The issue of finding volunteers for
the 1989 DX convention was discussed. Names for
candidates for the position of program chairman were
offered . Locations other than Visalia were discussed.
However, it was moved and seconded that we return
to Visalia in 1989. Frank offered his treasurer's report.
It was moved and seconded that the prorated dues of
Life Members for 1987/1988 be included in the CD
holding the balance ofthe LM dues. It was moved and
seconded to accept the treasurer's report. It was
moved by W6PKB and seconded by W6ZKM that the
club purchase a replacement badge for our hardworking auditor and tax preparer, Vince Chinn,
K6KQN. Letters from Jay, W6GO, concerning the
club's submissions to the ARRL for the DX Contest
were discussed. Our submissions were found to be
correct. Jay submitted an excellent summary of the

Respectfully submitted,
Roger A. Gearhart
Secretary
+::; +::; +

TREASURER'S REPORT- JUNE 1-30, 1988
Checking account activity
May check balance
Deposits from dues
Other receipts
Subtotal
Accounts payable
Repeater fund
Subtotal
Current balance
Bank of America Savings

$2143.92
104.00
144.00
$2391.92
(725.19)
(850.00)
(1575.19)
$816.73
$11989.37

Reserve Fund/Savings Account
Dues Life Members 86-87
$ 624.00
Dues Life Members 87-88
624.00
QSL Cards
500.00
Subtotal
$1748.00
At depletion of reserve fundSavings balance
$10241.37
Certificate of Deposit American S&L
1 yr 7.411% annual yield
$6103.03
Frank H. Holst, W6ZKM
Treasurer
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WORDS FROM THE NEXT NCDXC PRESIDENT

by being on the BOD I shouldn't have to be involved in
that type of decision making. What if I was elected to
the city council, but as mayor? Nah, no, that really
wouldn't happen. Surely I would have to be there to
defend myself against such an onslaught of untimely
confidence and responsibility. My fellow DXers would
simply not do that to me. After all, I was relatively new
to the Club, had shared wine, fellowship and my
thoughts with just a handful, and had to commute to
the meetings. Well. Ron, W6VG on the phone again
to clarify and tell me of the proceedings of last Friday
night.
"Jerry," he said, "we elected you our PRESIDENT."
OHH, OHH, I stood there in a cold sweat as I heard that
the worst of my fears were confirmed (good thing I
had just come from jogging, and the cold sweat and
shivers up and down my spine cooled offmy old, tired
and aching body). "You w ill have a great support
system, a good BOD with experience, a great group of
officers and lots of challenges! Can you come to the
BOD meeting tomorrow night, here's how to get to
my house, etc. .. " Well, there it is. Oy veh, was wird
jetzt gemacht? I am both pleased and chagrined at
this untimely honor and challenge. I had thought that
perhaps in several years ... But it's here now. So- I will
do my best with a lot of help and support. Help me
keep this as the BEST DX CLUB in the WORLD. Let's get
to work, and also work DX! Be gentle and kind to
your fellow DXer and human being, recognizing
always that only the Deserving self-select themselves
as DXers, and with that comes a humility and obligation to serve awarded only a few.
About me .. ...
I am an emergency physician, having started
medical school at the tender age of 34 at a strange
place, and being fortunate enough to do all of my
clinical training in Cleveland, Ohio at University
Hospitals of Case Western Reserve Un iversity. This was
followed by a flexible Internship at the same
institution, and then a residency in Emergency Medicine at Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio,
Texas. I was on active duty in the Army Medical Corps
for seven years, and am currently very active in the
Army Reserve. In my prior life I was a college professor
in pharmacology, having spent most of my adult life in
school (what, me work?) I am a full time attending
emergency physician in Salinas, California, and attend
and teach part time at Stanford University Medical
Center. I thoroughly enjoy and love every one of my
activities, and DXing and jogging help me keep my
sanity, as well as take up most of my spare time .
Carolyn is without doubt the center of my life and
support. Without her I could not dedicate myself to
my activities. My time constraints are severe, and I
must still get three daughters and a wife through
college and graduate school. My sense of humor helps
me tremendously to cope with the everyday stresses

Thought Sharing ... de W8MEP
The phone rang and awoke me from a nap stolen
from my busy schedule . It's for you, Dad, a voice from
one of my daughters said (Why are you getting phone
calls when you know the phone is our territory was
veiled in the voice ... ) Who is it I asked? Somebody
named Ron. Well, it was the venerable Ron, W6VG .
Would you be interested in running for the Board of
Directors of the DX Club he asked. Well, ah, err, why
not, I said -- I could get into all sorts of trouble that
way, and also have a good time hiding behind the
Club Officers for a while and get to meet the rest of
the members while I learned what the Club was all
about. Sounded great, and I felt comfortable with
that. Meeting night coming up at Harry's, and I had
forgotten to check my schedule to be sure I could be
there. As it turned out, I was scheduled to attend and
teach in the Stanford ER that evening, and could not
make the meeting. Ron sounded a bit disappointed,
but understood and so we left it at that.
Monday night at the rig,
and the bartds wide open great DX, and lots of good
DX being called out on the
repeater.
I called out
OHOMM, and W6TEX came
back to me to congratulate
me on my appointment.
Hmm, I thought, guess I got
elected to the BOD after all
Nice to have a DX member
(isn't the Monterey PeninwSMEP -Chasing ox
sula DX?) representing the
interests of the South Bay.
Tuesday's mail brought a letter from Jim, WGCF.
"It is my intent to seek another DX Bulletin Editor
after August, and there are many recommendations
that I have made for possible candidates - I am sure
Ted will be in touch with you," he said. Well now, I
thought, being a member of the BOD must mean that
the Club responsibilities have been divided up, and my
particular area of responsibility included the peripheral newsletter supervision. Carolyn (the true love and
partner of my life) agreed that that must be so. Jim
went on to say that he would also like to have a
picture of me, as well as a few comments and a
thumbnail sketch of my background for the next DX
Bulletin. Hmm, Mysterious. Guess being on the BOD
of the finest DX Club in the World is a big deal, or
perhaps folks want to know how I would vote, or if I
could be bought for a glass of wine (Chenin Blanc,
please) and some common sense and reality therapy, I
thought. After all, I'm a practical type ... Then some
other thoughts crept in, dark scary thoughts. Oh God,
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and challenges as well. You can see why I was in a bit
of a panic when Ron confirmed my worst suspicions.
Not to worry - one can always find time to do the
things one loves. I NEED YOUR HELP!!!!!!!
As far as my amateur career is concerned, I was
first I icensed as KN6LH N in January of 1958, became
K6LHN in 1960 as a Technician; General Class in 1962.
Received the call W8MEP in 1976 while in Cleveland,
upgraded to Advanced in 1982, and finally to Extra
Class in 1984, a life-time goal. I am a member of the
Naval Postgraduate School ARC, Life Member of ARRL, ·
Life Member of the HIDXA and membership secretary,
member of QCWA, MARCO, NCDXF, and of course a
member of this august organization since 1987. I tried
to join earlier but couldn't because we were not yet
back home in California. (My home is San Francisco,
and Carolyn is from Santa Rosa. All of my daughters
were born in the Bay Area.) I was originally born in
Germany, and came to this magnificent country as a
teen-ager, becoming an Army Brat . Perhaps this
explains my sometimes perverse sense of humor ...
My country total is 284 mixed, with 279 confirmed,
all since 1982, when I became active again. So there
you have it.' · I am not very sophisticated technically
and electronically, but love to operate and chase DX,
both CW and phone. You can begin to understand
why I don't find time in my life for dishonesty and
politics- it is complex enough to dea! with the truth. I
work hard at what I do, and with your help (lots of
it!!!) we will maintain and enhance our Club. With
me, WYSIWYG. Thank you ...

information. On the order of twenty advisories to one
is a number I've heard.
Why is it that a somewhat slower and much more
complex system enjoys so much favor over simple voice
announcements? Since I don't have packet I'm sure I
don't have all the answers. I think I might have
figured out a few of them though. One of the first
things I can think of is that packet is quiet. That in
itself would make virtually any alternative mode
attractive. Just think of it: no more noise, interference, or "riddily tiddily" chit chat. Best of all, no
more ripping the headphones off your head every
time you see the "S" meter on the two meter box
swing. Using your eyes during a contest just has to be
more convenient than trying to deal with more
information being fed through your ears.
Another reason that comes to mind is that packet
has superior historical value. Every announcement is
storable, printable, readable, sortable or anything you
want. Turn your packet on, set up what ever capture
method suits you and head off to work to to the
beach. Everything you need will be there when you
return. You sure can't do that with a repeater
announcement. Unless you are masochistic enough to
have a voice actuated cassette recorder or similar
audio storage device, once something has been called
out on the repeater, that information is lost. Or, if
you're close enough, you could run back into the shack
and ask for a repeat!
Which brings to mind another part of what makes
packet so desirable. Once you make an announcement you don't have to deal with it any more. At
times I have regretted calling out a station. I mean,
let's face it, the endless strings of: "Could you repeat
that last call our> I was in the other room," or, "What
frequency was that? I can't find him" cause the
repeater to become more of an annoyance than an
assistance. By the time the same report has been
repeated for the sixth time my hand uncontrollably
reaches for the "big switch" for a few moments rest.
Considering the current climate, it's really too bad
we wasted so much time and energy wrangling over
repeater expansion. Right now there isn't enough
activity on frequency to even hold a decent net on
Thursday nights. The most activity I have heard on the
repeater in the last few weeks concerned who would
and who would not be at various lunches on Tuesdays
and Fridays. Following close behind are those
incessant RTTY announcements and the team QSOs
that invariably occur after them. If a lunch date and
RTTY machine is all that you want, then it is, for the
most part, what you've got.
Hopefully, some of you might ask: Is there any
hope? Are there any answers? Can this be turned
around? Well, I'm not sure. Probably those members
that have already abandoned the repeater will not
return . For them it's just more trouble than it's worth.

Jerry, W8MEP
+ = + = +

GUEST EDITORIAL
WHITHER GOEST W6TI/R?
By Paul Hansen, AE6H
Certainly, by now everyone has noticed the substantially different sound of W6TI. It's really unfortunate, but the NCDXC repeater is facing a major crisis.
Even more serious than the controversy over system
expansion and hubbing. Much worse than those years
of malicious interference. It's the abandonment of the
repeater in favor of packet. So many of our most
active DXers have switched to packet as their exclusive
mode of DX exchange that repeater voice
announcements are totally absent for hours on end.
The fact that W6TI sits so idle for most of the day
might cause some greedy person to think that the
NCDXC has vacated the channel. But be assured,
during those seemingly slack times the DX packet
network is just humming away with DX notices and
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HOWARD R. SWEEZEY, W6TZA, SILENT KEY

Especially after they have made such a large investment of time, energy and money. As I see it, packet is
their answer to many long seething problems of personality, performance and practice. In the new digital
mode they have found everything they need: it's
silent, it's impersonal, and it's solitary. Send it-- forget
it. Need it-- read it. What more could they ask?
With all of that going for packet how can the
repeater survive? I believe that there are things that
can be done to perhaps stabilize the situation. First,
those members that have left certainly do not account
for the entire membership even though it seems that
way at times. Everyone left behind in the packet
exodus should try to make as many clear announcen:tents as possible, concentrating on the traditional
modes of CW and SSB. After all, ten out of ten user
are using those modes. Saturating the airwaves with
RTTY won't do it. Next, if you are going to monitor
the repeater, then monitor! Don't turn on your two
meter radio, tune in W6TI, and then go watch TV
expecting to run in to the shack and ask for repeats of
everything you didn't hear.
Also, while I'm standing on this soap box,
everyone rnight also try doing more of their own
operating. There is plenty of room for teamwork in
nearly every aspect of ham radio, except making a
QSO. Really, sports fans, if you can't hear it, you can't
work it. Only you, individually, can make a real DX
QSO. Questions like: "Can anyone confirm my contact?" or "What's the call sign of the station I just
worked at 14.025?" are a real frustration and an embarrassment to many still listening on the repeater.
So, if you're not sure of your contact, try it again. And
with all the sources available to learn a DX station's
call sign, you have no business in a pileup if you don't
know who you are calling.
Basically, those of us remaining on the repeater,
still depending on the voice mode, have to clean up
our acts. We really need to improve the quality of our
announcements and operating. A little less handholding and a little more individual achievement. A
little less trivia and a bit more substance. Possibly a
little less secrecy and a little more openness might also
help too. Even though rag chewing is discouraged, if
your QSO is DX oriented, i.e., QSL information,
operating habits, reported slims, etc., it has a place on
the "DX" repeater. That kind of traffic is valuable to
keep activity up and to keep information flowing.
These ideas may all be long shots, but what the
heck. Keeping the repeater alive and well might just
be worth the effort. It has been very helpful in the
past and I am looking forward to it being even more
helpful in the future.
Aren't you?

Regretfully, I would like to report the demise of
fellow NCDXC member Howard R. Sweezey, W6TZA,
at the age of 65. It will be recalled that his illness had
been reported previously in the May 1987 issue of the
DXer. At that time Howard had expressed his
appreciation that the club and several members had
sent deeply inspiring cards wishing him a speedy
recovery.
Over the past year Howard made frequent visits to
Sequoia Hospital at Redwood City on an out-patient
basis. His cardiac condition was only 20% functional
and failed to respond favorably. Howard finally
required in-patient treatment at Sequoia where he
expired 24 May after 3 weeks of intensive care.
Howard, an avid CW and Phone DXer, had only
been a member of the NCDXC a few weeks when his
health began to seriously deteriorate. W6TZA, a
Carmichael resident, was well-known in photographic
circles as a professional caliber stereo photographer.
He was a chief instructor at the American River College
and a member of the Photographic Society of
America. Further, he and his lovely XYL Pauline closely
shared and supported his activities in amateur radio
and photography.
He was an active member of the Carmichael Elks
Lodge and the Elks Amateur Radio Club, as well as the
SIRS, Sons In Retirement, San Juan Branch of Carmichael. In all of these groups he and his wife were
highly esteemed.
Tony, K6DR

+

=+ =+

N6HR OFF TO ASCENSION ISLAND
Hil, N6AR, will be QRV from Ascension Island as
ZD8HR from June 28 through July 6. All bands, phone
and CW, with perhaps a tilt toward CW. QSLs all go to
Hi I at his Callbook or NCDXC Roster address.

+ = + = +

NCDXC PROCEDURES MANUALS
The Northern California DX Club Procedures
Manual is reviewed each year by the Board of
Directors and brought up-to-date. Many changes and
revisions have been made over the past years.
Although many of these changes and revisions have
been published in the DXer, the copy you have now
might not include the latest revisions.
The current issue of the Procedures Manual
includes Revision 10 and soon Revision 11 will be
issued to reflect the changes made during the period
July 1987 through June 1988.

+ = + = +
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The Board of Directors approved the printing of a
supply of sp iral bound 8-1/2" x 11" (large size)
, Procedures Manuals, which will be offered to club
members at a cost of $5.00 per copy.
A supply of the latest, large size Procedures
Ma~uals, including the Bylaws, will be available at the
regularly scheduled club meetings. Club members
desiring a copy should contact Ron, W6VG.

Thanks to QRZ DX and The DX Bulletin for the
following information.
Albania - ZA88RA has been active quite often on or
above 14050 kHz. The operator says his home call is
ZAORA and to QSL via Box 1, Tirana, Albania. Is he
legitimate? Work first and worry later!
Central Kiribati - Jim, VK9NS, will drop in on Canton
Island beginning the first few days of July and will
remain on the island for about two weeks. The call
will be T31JS. Don't be surprised if he shows as T30JS
in late June too, from Tarawa.
Congo- Tom, 9Q5W, has been reported as saying that
the target dates for his TN4NW operation are June 30
to July 5.
Corsica- Jack, HB9TL, will return to Corsica July 14 thru
August 6 as TK/HB9TL. All bands, mostly SSB on 14193
or 21293 kHz. QSL home call .
Niger- John, OH2BN, reports working 5U7AN on
14018 kHz at 0950 UTC. The operator said to QSL via
KN4F.
Yemen - Everything still is on track for the 4WOEA
operation by the Lynx DX Group the last week in June.
One change: the CW operator will be EA3KU,
substituting for EA21A. EA3KU is a CW op at the multimulti EA3VY.

Hal, N6AN
+ = + = +

W6QHS Honored by IEEE
Congratulations to NCDXC member Dave Leeson,
W6QHS, who was recently elected a Fellow of the
American Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers. Cited were Dave's " ... contributions to the
theory and practice of stable microwave signal sources
for commun ications and radar ."
Tnx KJ6V
+= + = +

W6GO/K6HHD HIT THE 100 MARK
No, Jan and Jay haven't been married that long!
{Only 35 years.) But they have just publ ished issue No.
100 of their popular and authoritative QSL manager
list. That is 8-1/3 years of monthly duty, never missing
a beat. Quite a feat! Those of you who have been
using The List regularly know what a Godsend it is for
serious QSL collectors. Those who haven't been using
it might slip Jan and Jay two bucks and ask for a
sample copy. Ask for No. 100 - you'll not only get the
latest list, but a photographic rundown on how the
whole shebang is pulled together.
HAPPY 100TH, JAN AND JAY!

+

=+ = +

DXACNEWS
Not much excitement to report this month . Okino
Tori-Shima is still up for reconsideration as a DXCC
country, and an item is on the agenda to reconsider
the DXCC endorsement rules as they apply to RTTY,
and an Honor Roll for RTTY. Do any of you care about
either of these issues? If so, write!
Many of you will recall the excellent presentation
made by Eric Scace, K3NA, at the 1987 Visalia convention on the subject of DXCC country boundaries .
Eric had carried out a very detailed study of methods
by which the U.N. Law of the Sea could be adapted to
the DXCC countries criteria. A few weeks ago Bi II.
W6TEX, asked "Whatever became of Eric Scace and his
proposal?" Well, Eric Scace is still around, still working
hard on DXCC related matters. But his proposal, which
was distributed to ARRL Headquarters and to the DX
Advisory Committee, unfortunately got nowhere.
Although Eric got good marks for an excellent, tight
piece of work, the general consensus seemed to be
that his criteria were simply too difficult to understand. One comment made was to the effect that the
present criteria lack precision, but are understandable,
while Eric's criteria were precise, but lack understandability. So no action was taken. In January, of course,

Jan, K6HHD, Doing Her Thing
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tried and true method of parading around the passenger terminal, holding up a copy of QST. It worked,
of course. Off to his house, where his XYL treated me
to my first sample of German hospitality, as well as
several slices of delicious German Kuchen. And so
went my first meeting with a genuine German ham.
Come on, fellows, dig into your files and see if you
owe Harry a card. If you do, fill it out and send it along
to me, or give it to me at the next club meeting - I'll
see to it that Harry gets it.

a revised set of criteria were approved by the ARRL
Board of Directors, after a long and detailed study by
the DXAC and by Headquarters. It is extremely
unlikely that Eric's approach will receive any future
consideration, at least until the new criteria have been
given a chance to operate.
73.
Jim, W6CF
+

=+ =+
Jim, W6CF
+

=+ =+

CONTEST CLASSES
[The following is a copy of a letter written by Lou,
K6TMB, to Gary Caldwell, WA6VEF, Pacific Division
representative to the Contest Advisory Committee.]
Dear Gary:
The letter written by Jay O'Brien, W6GO, published in the April Northern California DX Club DXer,
proposing a Single Operator Assisted contest class has
a lot of merit.
I agree with Jay's proposal for a Single Operator
Assisted Class in principle. However, I feel strongly
that the assistance be limited to electronic assistance,
i.e., repeater spotting nets or packet nets.
I feel that when you add additional people to do
logging, duping, HF spotting, band coordination, and
the like, it becomes a Multi-Operator Class operation.
I can envision an operation employing 3 or 4 assistants
who scan the bands and compile lists of calls and frequencies, who then get up and vacate the position for
the "operator" who then proceeds to make the contacts. In Jay's proposal, this would still be SingleOperator Assisted operation since the "operator" is
the only person that makes a contact. In my mind,
these people are extensions of the operator and add a
multi capability to the "operator."
In a Single Operator Class, Assisted or Unassisted,
the operator should be the one who has to budget his
time between listening to the repeater of HF spotting
receiver, duping, logging, or whatever.
The addition of a Single Operator Assisted (Spotting Net or Packet only) Class would keep the true
spirit of what a Single Operator is, while improving
the productivity of the single operator and removing
the confusion that now exists for operators who find
themselves placed in the Multi-Single class because
they used a repeater spotting net. I respectfu II y
request your consideration of this proposal.

Eric Edberg, W6DU- NCDXC DXer ofthe Year, 1988

+ =+ = +

F6DYG NEEDS YOUR QSL!
Ron Panton, W6VG, recently sent me a letter the
club received from Harry Lilienthal, F6DYG. Many of
you will remember Harry from his days as DL7AH and
7XOAH, as well as a host of other African countries on
DXpeditions. Harry has been working many years for
his California Award from F6DYG. A recent count
shows 275 different California stations worked, but he
is still far, far short of the requisite 220 QSLs.
Although Ron didn't realize it when he sent me
Harry's letter, I have known Harry for a long, long
time, and know that he has always been and continues
to be a good friend of the suffering sixes, in spite of
our lousy QSLing practices. I still remember a weekend
in 1954 when I met Harry for the first time. He was
DL7AH, recently arrived in Munich from Berlin, working as an air traffic controller at the Munich airport.
Over the telephone we discussed how we would be
able to recognize one another. Harry suggested the

Tnx es 73,
Lou Beaudet, K6TMB
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BALUNS AND CHOKES- PART ONE

and, therefore, can have no direct effect on any other
part of the antenna system (ideally ... coax can leak, of
course, but that' s another story).

By Dave Barton, AFGS
Introduction

"BALUN "

11

antenna half

12
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No one would install a coax-fed antenna today
without using a balun, to make the transition from the
unbalanced feedline to a balanced antenna feed point
Strangely, however, the performance of the balun
used is rarely questioned, even though, in a high
performance system, such as a DX or contest station, a
poorly chosen balun could noticeably degrade performance. Since baluns are inexpensive relative to the
other components in such a system, cost would not
seem to be a major reason. The lack of usable information is a more likely culprit . Published specifications on both commercial and home-brew baluns
are usually limited to maximum SWR (of the balun),
frequency range, and power handling capability.
These are important, of course, but hardly sufficient.
With few facts available, most DXers probably just rely
on the reputation of a favorite manufacturer (or
author, in the case of a home-brew).
This article is the first in a series which will look
into the functions of various types of baluns, their use
with various types of antennas, cr itical balun
performance characteristics and methods of testing to
evaluate and verify balun performance.

antenna half

8~..... , . . . - - - - I

\

I
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tower and/or
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Fig. 1. Balun at Antenna Feedpoint
One could view the prevention of feedline
radiation as a balun's most basic purpose as, since
feedline radiation leads to poor front/back (or side)
ratio, reception of vertically polarized noise, and RFI
problems. To prevent feedline radiation, the balun
must keep 13 as small as possible, relative to 11 and 12.
Aside from SWR, power capability, and, in some cases,
impedance matching, all other important balun
characteristics relate to a balun's ability to minimize 13,
the common current, in various situations.
Remember Kirchoff's first law? It's the one that
says: "at every instant the sum of the currents flowing
away from a point in a circuit is equal to the sum of
the currents flowing toward the point." Since there
are only the three current paths, then 11 + 12 + 13 = 11
- 12. In words, to minimize 13, we must make 11 and 12
as nearly equal as possible.
Sharpies will immediately realize that the value of
13 (relative to 11 and 12) depends not only on the
balun's characteristics, but impedances of the antenna
element halves and on the impedance seen by the
balun at its common terminal. In effect, if 13 is not
zero, the balun's common terminal is driving the top
of a vertical antenna consisting of the feedline and
tower (if any). The verti cal's feedpoint impedance
depends on its length to ground and on the quality of
that ground. If the length happens to be about 1/4,
3/4, 5/4, etc. free space wavelengths and the ground
resistance is low, the impedance at the balun common
termina l will be so high that 13 wi ll be small, regardless
of the quality of the balun. If the length is approximately any whole number of half-wavelengths, the
impedance will be low, like that at the center of a halfwave dipole. In this case, the "vertical" can accept and
radiate power from the balun common termina l.
Whatever the value of 13, it must also be part of 11 and
12; however, it shows up there as common -mode
current, not normal- or differential-mode current like
the desired antenna current. Common-mode current

At the Feed point
To understand what a balun does, one must look
at an antenna's feedpoint from a balun's perspective.
Figure 1 shows the hookup schematically. Currents 11
and 12 flow from the balun's antenna terminals, A and
8, into the antenna's driven element halves. 13 flows
from the balun's common "terminal." Common connects to the feedline outer braid and to the tower (if
there is one). Worth noting : the coax center conductor and braid inside surface, via which the transmit
power enters the balun, are missing from the diagram.
This is intentional, since internal feedline currents are
irrelevant to this discussi on. Except for the coax
outside and/or tower path to ground, the feed system
behaves just as if the transmitter were "floating"
inside the balun, generating RF voltages between the
bal un's term i nals and supplying currents to those
terminals. Not only does "skin effect" keep the coax
outside and inside currents separated, but normalmode currents (those responsible for power flow
within the feedline) are equal, but in opposite directions in the center conductor and braid . This and the
concent ric geometry makes t he magnetic fiel ds due to
the normal mode currents cancel exactly at all points
outside the coax. As a result, power flow inside the
coax is undetectable (ideally) from outside the cable
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drives the two antenna halves in phase with each
other and they act as a "top hat" for the "vertical ."
If either the antenna, or the balun itself, is
unbalanced, the effect is that of a voltage inserted in
series with the common-mode impedances of the
"vertical," the balun itself, and the antenna. The
antenna elements, being (electrically) one-quarter
wavelength long, and being in parallel with each
other, present a very low common-mode impedance
(perhaps 10 ohms). Unfortunately, in a multi-band
installation, the tower/feedline system will almost
certainly be near enough to resonance on some band
to also present a low impedance. Thus, if a serious
amount of common-mode voltage exists in the system,
the balun must have a very high value of commonmode impedance, in order to minimize 13, and prevent
excessive feedline radiation. On the other hand, if
both the antenna and the balun are very well balanced in the first place, no common-mode impedance
will be necessary.

It's not TV I from the ham next door! The trouble is,
your wife's been watching too many soap operas.
You've got ring around the tube . (Tnx N6AN)

True Balun or Choke?
Baluns come in two completely different types:
true baluns (balanced-to-unbalanced transformers)
and common-mode chokes. Their functions are quite
different. True baluns force equal and opposite voltages on the two antenna terminals, relative to the
common (13) terminal. Chokes directly minimize 13,
which has the effect of making 11 and 12 equal.
Simply: baluns balance voltage and chokes balance
current. Neither device is ever perfect, however, so
one must not jump to the conclusion that a choke will
give the lowest 13, regardless of other factors. Because
the two classes of device behave differently, chokes
and true baluns cannot be evaluated using the same
standards or test methods. Lacking the possi bi Iity of
direct comparison, we must contrive a way to predict
the effects of measurable true balun and choke
characteristics on a system's performance
As with many things, the extreme case choices
become obvious. For example, an antenna expected to
be poorly balanced, such as a multi-band trapped Yagi
or low dipole, calls for a choke, not a balun, because
only the choke's high common-mode impedance can
prevent feedline radiation in a poorly balanced
system. On the other hand, a carefully adjusted
monobander, due to its accurate symmetry, should be
very well balanced. Here, a good true balun would be
a better choice, since any choke would degrade the
antenna's near-perfect performance.

+

=+ =+

LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS
de GOCL Y/K6SMHI'm sure many of NCDXC are aware of our special
event station GB75USA. We have worked well over
5,000 QSOs since coming on the air in March. I make a
special effort to work CA stations as I am trying to earn
the California Award for our club . Please, fellows, I'd
appreciate your QSLs for our CA Award effort, either
via the Bureao or direct to me via my NCDXC Roster
address.
Our next big effort will be the American Independence Day (2-4 July) operation and open house. It
will be an around-the-clock operation, all bands and
modes, using our club station as GB4JUL. We are
expecting about 35 members of local British radio
clubs to come up and operate with us. We are busy
building up our club house facility, to include three
operating positions for simultaneous ops on many
bands (10, 15 or 20, 40 or 80, 6, VHF, UHF) and many
modes (SSB, CW, packet, AM TOR, AMSA T).
My regards to all NCDXC membersJerry, GOCLY/K6SMH

+ = + = +
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ROSTER CHANGES

LETTERS LETTERS LETTERS

deW6YHMPerhaps the club would be interested in the
enclosed photo of Art Storer, N5JEH, Dick Kwiatkowski, VU2RCK, and Tom Warren, VU2TJW. Tom, of
course, has been very active on both CW and phone
from India, and I'm sure most club members have
worked him. I took the photo on my trip to India
earlier this year. The locale is Dick's shack in his
residence at the American Embassy, New Delhi -by far
one of the most elaborate of the embassys I was able
to observe from the exterior. They're all replete with
antenna farms; most sport log periodic arrays. Tom
Warren does not live at the embassy-- too much QRM
for him! By the way, Tom is dickering for a transfer to
an Afr i can duty station within the next several
months. He said he'd keep me informed so I can alert
the rest of the gang .

Please make the following changes to the
November 1987 NCDXC membership roster.
/

New Members
/ N6KT

~WF
W6YWH

Richard J. Smith, 4929 Paseo Olivos, San
Jose, CA 95130. {408) 374-6123 {H), {408)
286-4884 {W).
Jerry T. Dowell, 205 W. Floresta Way,
Portola Valley, CA 94025. {415) 854-2509
(H), (415) 857-6972 (W).
David Pugatch, 738 Wildcat Canyon Rd .,
Berkeley, CA 94708. {415) 527-1043, (415)
524-7469, both (H) .
G. Wes Johnston, 4934 Indian Peak, Mariposa, CA 95301 . (209) 966-5339 (H).

L-R: N5JEH!VU, VU2RCK, VU2TJW . VU2TJW holding a cat named Tom, named after VU2TJW.
must say they treated us royally ... bottle of
Pepto-Bismol, 2 cans of Cherry Coke (Coke is now
verboten in India!} and a huge bar of unsweetened
chocolate.
I also ran into Dick and Art at the Hotel Oberi in
Colombo, Sri Lanka, but unfortunately just missed
Lloyd and Iris Colvin, who had just left 4S7VR's place
for Indonesia. Also, that was the day of a full moon -a sacrosanct religious holiday for the predominantly
Hindu population. We couldn't even buy a can of beer
to quench the 95 degree heat with 95% humidity!
73.

Old Members
W61AE
K6KQN
WA6TKT

Change address to Box 255, Mt. Hermon,
CA 95041.
Now Extra Class. Congratulations, Vince!
Change address to 13392 Fallen Leaf Rd.,
Poway, CA 92064. Phone {619) 592-0317
(H) .

N6TV
KKGX

Change work phone to (408) 463-3194.
Change address to 737 Vista Pacifica Circle,
Pismo Beach, CA 93449.
+ = + = +

Don, W6YHM
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Alpha Delta
Model DELTA-4

A3

Lightning Surge Protec_ted
4-Position RF Coax Sw1tch

0XTH4T
1
I
STANDS OUT
FROM THE CROWD

10, 1S,20
Meters

• Exclusive center
"off" (ground)
position.
• Uses ceramic
Arc-Plug®
protector.
• Micro-strip circuitryno wafer switch.
Model DELTA-4
(UHF Connectors)
$69.95
Model DELTA-4/N
(N-type Connectors) $89.95
FREE SHIPMENT

MA-40

40' TUBULAR TOWER

~SALE! $629

Whether busting pileups,
MA-sso•
rag chewing or hunting
55' TUBULAR TOWER
rare DX, the A3 stands
~SALE!$999
out from the crowd with
• Handles 10 sq. ft. at 50 mph
the perfect combination
• Pleases neighbors with
of easy assembly, the
tubular streamlined look
right size, rugged durabil- 1
41TX-4SS
ity and great
55' FREESTANDING
performance.
CRANK-UP
• Boom Length 14ft.,
e Handles 18 sq. ft. at 50 mph
Weight 27 lbs.
• No guying required
• Wind Surface Area
• Extra-strength Construction
- - . e Can add raising and motor
4.36 ft.

REG.
319.95

· sALE

drive accessories

259.95

~eW:~~~~;: 1

IN STOCK FOR QUICK DELIVERY

Plus Shipping

MOST ITEMS UPS SURFACE

TDWWER

OTHER MODELS AT GREAT PRICES

PK-232 Multi-mode :
Data Controller
I

• NEW mM Fax Scree~
Display Program Available
• Transmit/Receive on Six Modes

• CW!RITY!ASCW

AMTOR/Packet/FAX
• mM and Commodore
terminal programs available
• Radio Ports for HF and VHF

In Stock for Quick Delivel)

B1JJEJJJJJlJ
GLOBAL

[( ;] IICOM I IC-781

TIME
INDICATOR

:

e Detailed illuminated map shows time, time
zone, sun position and day of the week at a
glance for any place in the world.
e Continuously moving· areas of day and night
change as you watch.
• Mounts easily on a wall. Size: 34'h"x221'i'.

$1295 DELIVER'ED IN U.S.

·~
"""r) ""n~ '

"'- :""' .. ... .,.,
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HF ALL BAND
TRANSCEIVER

GREAT PRICE!

.

iKENWOOD
TS-940S

Free Shipment

KENWOOD
TM-721A

~,

"'"

TOP-OF-THE LINE
HF TRANSCEIVER

CALL FOR LOW, LOW PRICE

Full Featured
Dual Bander

LO W PRI C E!

BURLINGAME, CA 94010
999 Howard Ave

(4151 342·5757
George. Mgr. WB60SV

Bob Ferrero W6RJ
Pres1dent

Jim Rafferty N6RJ
VP So. Calif Div.
Anahe1m Mgr.

OAKLAND, CA 94606
2210 L1 v1n gston St.
14151 534-5757
AI. Mgr WA6SYK I
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