Volume XLIII - Number 10

October, 1990

RON'S COMMENTS

Recently Rusty, W6(AT, was contacted by a group
of Russian hams who announced the fact that they
had received permission to operate from North
Korea. They intend to travel there in 1991 and put it
on the air.

Most any average citizen who reads current events
(instead of the DXCC Countries List) would tell you
that Korea is in fact two countries with separate
sovereignty. Apparently the Russians are under this
impression as well. The more you investigate the
more it becomes apparent that North and South
Korea meet most if not all of the “Point 1”7 definitions
for DXCC country status as explained in the ARRL
Countries List.

Rusty discussed this with the Board of Directors after
doing his homework and we feel that a NCDXC
sponsored new country application making North
and South Korea separate countries would be a real
interesting project for our club to sponsor.

Rusty plans to have a draft of the application at the
next club meeting to explain details. Who knows, by
the time the Russians get on the air next year we may
be working an all time new one!

On a different subject; some people have told me that
they don’t like paying in advance for club meeting
dinners and one said he wouldn’t come if that was
the policy.

I would like you to know that the ciub officers didn’t
dream up sending money in advance because 20
meters was closed and we didn’t have anything else
to do. It’s a real pain collecting money, dealing with
all the checks, keeping the menu straight, etc.

The fact is that if you noticed, most of the old restau-
rants we used to meet at have gone broke or changed
hands. The ones who haven't ciosed their doors have

facilities to accommodate our club on a Friday night
are now run by MBA’s instead of chefs. With the
exception of Harry’s and the Royal Palace, most
places greet us as if we were applying for a loan
instead of bringing 60 hams in to pay too much for
their dinner. :

The following clause is standard in most meeting
room applications; “In arranging for private func-
tions the attendance must definitely be specified at
least 3 working days in advance. This number is
considered a guarantee, not subject to reduction, and
charges will be made accordingly.” In addition, 30
days in advance you must chocse the menu, usually
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EXT MEETING

The next meeting is scheduled for October12th. The
meeting will be held at The Holliday Inn in San
Mateo. Attitude adjustment is 6:00 P.M. with
dinner about 7:15. Club business will begin about
8:00. The program will be a presentationby VKINS.




CLUB INFORMATION
THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DX CLUB, INC., PO BOX
608, MENLO PARK, CA 94026
The DXer is the bulletin of the NCDXC and is published
monthly for the benefit of its members. Unless otherwise
noted, permission to use any portion of this publication is
hereby granted, provided credit is given to the DXer.

NCDXC OFFICERS

President: Ron Rasmussen, NG6X
Vice President: Bill Fontes, W6TEX
Secretary: Stan Kuhl, KEMA
Treasurer: Bob Wilson, NQ6X
Director: Morris Brown, N6DJM
Director; Chuck Vaughn, AA6G
Director: Larry Souza, KG6GF

DX'er STAFF

Editor: Doug Beck, K6ZX
Production: Ron Panton, W6VG
DX Ladder: Larry Bloom, KD6XY
Data Base: John Cronin Jr., K6LLK

Send DX’er coniribtitions to:
Doug Beck

995 Lundy Lane

Los Altos, CA 94024

-or- dbeck@unix.sri.com
Send DX ladder reports to:
Larry Bloom

2520 Heather Lane

San Bruno, CA 94066

NCDXC REPEATER W6TI/R
Output 147.36 Mhz, Input 147.96 MHz
Trustee: Bob Vallio, W6RGG

" Repeater Committee Chairman:

Ralph Hunt, AG6Q
Suggested simplex freq.: 147.54 MHz

NCDXC THURSDAY NIGHT NET
On W6TI/R Thursday at 8:00 PM local time.
Operations Manager: Ralph Hunt, AG6Q
DX News: Bob Artigo, KN6]
Propagation: Al Lotze, W6RQ
Contest News: Rich Hudgins, WX6M
Westlink: Craig Smith, N6ITW
Swap Shop: Ben Deovlet, W6FDU

933 Robin Lane

Campbell, CA, 95008

408/374-0372
QSL Information: Mac McHenry, W6BSY

NCDXC DX BULLETIN BROADCASTS

Trustee: Bob Vallio, W6RGG. General interest broadcasts
at 1800Z Sunday and 0200Z Monday on 14.002 MHz and
7.016 Mhz

MEETING MINUTES

No September B.O.D. meeting was held.

Membership meeting September 14th, Harrys
Hoffbrau, Palo Alto.
* Meeting opened by Bill W6TEX, Vice President

¢ Slide and sound program on Marion Island
courtesy of NCDXC

¢ First readings of new membership applica-
tions:

WAGERB Bob Gobrick
8825 Etchenverry Dr.
Tracy, CA 95376
NI6T Garry Shapiro

20941 Nez Perce Trail
Los Gatos, CA 95030

¢ Second readings of new applicants:

Melissa Thomas
P.O. Box 748

Los Altos, CA 94023
H (415) 964-3432

AA6TD

K6AAL Burley Hall
16403 E. Smith Rd.
Lodi, CA 95240
H (209) 727-3132

both were approved for membership.
* No new or old business conducted
Stan Kuhl NCDXC Secretary
Address changes:
Martin J. Ohhenheimer, KB6BW
826 W. Laguna Dr.
Tempe, AZ 85282-4753

H (602) 921-9635
W (602) 894-0040
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B DXCC

The following is a list of the current participants and their band acheivement level.

CALL 160M 80M 40M 30M 20M 17M 15M 12M 10M
N6AN 0 0 100 0 150 0 150 0 150
NeDIM 0 0 0 0 200 0 200 0 150
N6EK 0 0 0 0 150 0 150 0 100
AA6G 0 0 150 0 100 0 150 0 100
NI'6G 0 0 0 0 100 0 100 0 0
K4TIT 0 100 100 0 200 100 200 0 200
KeITL 0 0 0 Q 150 0 150 0 150
NeJv 0 0 100 0 250 0 200 0 150
WEKQK 0 0 0 0 150 0 150 0 0
AAGLF 0 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 0
WASLLY 0 0 0 0 150 0 150 0 150
KeMA 0 0 100 0 200 0 150 0 200
N&6QR 0 0 150 0 200 0 200 0 200
K6RK 0 (] 100 0 100 0 100 0 100
DJ6RX 0 100 100 0 100 0 150 0 100
KeSIK 0 0 0 0 150 0 150 0 150
WAESLO 0 (] 150 0 100 0 200 0 200
KeTMB 0 0 0 0 150 0 100 0 100
KI6WF 0 0 100 0 270 0 200 0 150
WeYHM 0 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 0
W6 ZKM 0 0 0 0 150 0 100 0 150
KeZM 0 0 0 0 150 0 100 0 0

This award will be an attractive addition to your shack and something to which you can add for many years.
We hope to have many submissions and a good award meeting next year.

TRIVIA

Trivia from the Archives.

There have been 956 different calls used by NCDXC members since October 10, 1946. 78 of these calls have
not been recognized as members by foreign hams applying for the California Award. (Including W6KG and
W6ITH)

Year by year number of new members:

1946 11 1961 10 1976 17
1947 21 1962 6 1977 18
1948 17 1963 16 1978 40

1949 2 194 10 1979 57
1950 4 1965 12 1980 29
1951 6 196 18 1981 50
1952 3 1967 25 1982 39
1953 4 1968 20 1983 30
1954 2 1969 15 1984 20
1955 4 1976 26 1985 11
1956 33 1971 27 1986 11
1957 12 1972 13 1987 24
1958 8 1973 15 1988 25
1959 3 1974 14 1989 25
1960 15 1975 14 1990 thru May, 14

(€8]



COMMENT

ANNOUNCING THE WORLD RADIOSPORT
FEDERATION Group’s Goal is Amateur Radio at the

Olympics

Amateur Radio will be an Olympic Games event if an
ambitious proposal by a small group of hams be-
comes reality. Spurred on by the success of the World
RadioSport Team Championship (October QST, page
43), a plan to form a World RadioSport Federation
has been announced by an international group of
amateurs.

' The WRSF is targetting the 1996 Summer Olympics,
which will be held in Atlanta, GA.

The International Olympic Committee has four main
ground rules which a sport must meet to be consid-
ered for the Games:

* The sport must be actively practiced in 50 countries
by men and by women in 35 countries;

* There must be a sanctioning organization accept-
able to the I0OC;

¢ Periodic regional events must take place between
Olympic Games;

® There should be a mechanism to establish a world
championship. '

- The WRSF would meet these criteria by establishing
an international consortium of radio societies, local
radio clubs, individuals, and corporate supporters.
But beyond the immediate goal of the Olympics, the
Federation would seek the general betterment of
Amateur Radio around the world.

In their Proposal for Discussion, the organizers note
Amateur Radio’s recognized value as a pool of
trained operators able to provide a variety of com-
munications services. They cite a perceived “public
image crisis” for Amateur Radio, “resulting from
ineffective, inadequate, or nonexistent efforts de-
voted to self promotion.”

The WRSF believes that radiosport events (such as
the team championship in Seattle) and associated
educational efforts can be used as a vehicle both for
promoting Amateur Radio and for recruiting new
hams.

Radiosport events can demonstrate to government
officials and the general public the purpose and
value of Amateur Radio, the proposal says. The
argument is bolstered by noting that recent interna-
tional operating events (DX contests) attract upwards
of 40,000 amateurs worldwide—a pool of potential
WRSF members and ambassadors.

The not-for-profit WRSF would support the activities
of the International Amateur Radio Union; “activities
and initiatives undertaken by the WRSF are intended
to enhance accomplishment of IARU goals and
objectives,” the proposal says. The purposes and
objectives of the WRSF are to:

* Encourage the growth of Amateur Radio by pro-
moting and supporting operating activities which
enable successful recruitment of new participants,
especially young people;

¢ Enhance individual operator knowledge and skill
in emergency communications techniques and proce-
dures;

* Provide an international sanctioning organization
for on- site and other radiosport events;

* Promote increased awareness and understanding
of the Amateur Radio service among government
officials and members of the general public.

WRSF membership would fall under four categories,
and the planners have estimated the following
makeup: Voting members (total of 15); Associate (50);
Sustaining (1,500); and Corporate Sponsors (10). A
geographically diverse board of trustees would be
elected by and from the voting membership, while a
slate of corporate officers would be elected annually
by the board. Six working committees would handle
specific activities.

The promoters acknowledge that initially members
would come from the ranks of contest operators and
DXers around the world. They anticipate support
from “more traditional” hams over the long term.

The WRSF would be financially independent of all
other Amateur Radio organizations. Funding would
come from initiation fees and membership dues, as
well as from corporate sponsors. The promoters see
an eventual annual budget in the range $175,000 to
$250,000.

The federation would assist local groups in conduct-
ing competitive activities—with the inherent spin-
offs of public relations and education—by promoting

N
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the following kinds of events:

» Mini HF Field Days. Two-person teams would
construct and operate stations under simulated
emergency conditions. Local winners would qualify
for national, regional or international on-site compe-
titions that would be staged during international
contests such as ARRL Field Day and the IARU HF
World Championship. International on-site events
would be held at least every four years, concurrent
with the Olympic Games.

¢ Amateur Radio Direction Finding. Long popular in
Eastern Europe, the USSR, and Asia, these events
would pit contestants in various age groups in a test
of both physical stamina and radio technique. ARDF
would permit amateurs not proficient in Morse code
to be competitive.

* Communications Accuracy Contest. These tradi-
tional CW and voice pile-up copying contests would
be sanctioned for holding at hamfests and radio club
meetings.

WRSF would establish rules and guidelines for all
the events mentioned above, and would help finance
regional and international events.

The federation would maintain an international
speakers bureau, to speak and to conduct workshops
and seminars explaining and promoting Amateur
Radio. In time, it would seek to establish a scholar-
ship program, and to maintain a fund to aid develop-
ing countries in conducting Amateur Radio events
and demonstrations. Young people would especially
be targetted, through such international groups as
the Scouts and the YWCA and YMCA.

The WRSF promoters believe it likely that neither
national radio societies nor the IARU have the
resources necessary to address, on a worldwide scale,
the issues of recruitment of new amateurs and of
communications training. The WRSF will seek
“appropriate recognition and endorsement by the
IARU,” believing that “successful achievement of
WRSF goals and objectives is closely tied to receipt of
official recognition and moral support from the IARU
and its member societies.”

In the next few months, the organizers will tend to
such matters as legal incorporation, election of an
initial slate of trustees and officers, the establishment
of committee chairmen, and obtaining essential
business equipment. Then planning of a detailed
agenda will begin.

The founders and supporters of the idea hope to hold

a worldwide teleconference within the next 30 days,
according to John Crovelli, W2GD. Among the
founders are Martti Laine, OH2BH, ARRL New
England Division director Tom Frenaye, K1KI,
Northern California DX Foundation President Rusty
Epps, W60OAT, and Boris Stepanov, UN3AX, deputy
editor of *Radio* magazine.

Persons interested in this ambitious endeavor may
contact John Crovelli, W2GD, 200 Woolf Road,
Milford NJ 08848, for a copy of the 21-page Proposal
for Discussion. A large SASE with four units of first
class postage would be appreciated.

Reprinted from:

The ARRL Letter - Volume 9 - Number 19 - Septem-
ber 21, 1990

RONS COMMENTS continued from Page 1

two items.

Charging in advance gives the Club the opportunity
to back out and only lose the deposit if attendance
doesn’t do high enough to keep the Club from
loosing money. Also it gives us the count that the
restaurant needs in advance.

If YOU don’t wish to pay in advance then maybe a
non-dinner meeting on the nights we can’t get
Harry’s or the Royal Palace is the solution. Even
better, YOU could help us find a location for our
meeting that doesn’t require a guarantee. 73 do
NGéX




VISALIA

Some members have asked to be furnished with
names of people who are involved with next years
convention. Poof! Your wish is granted!

W6MKM - Chairman

K6ITL - Assistant Chairman
KD6XY /KA6ING Pre-registration
W6VG - On site registration
KNéK - Treasurer

KG6GF - Prizes

K6TMB - Refreshments

K6PU - Transportation

W6OSP - Program

K6TS - Raffle

The committee is still looking for good patch designs
reflecting the theme of the convention, Global DX
Friendship.

Next meeting will be at W6V G's, Oct. 10 at 1900PDT.

de W6MKM

TREASURERS REPORT

NCDXC Treasurers Report 7/1/90-8/31/90

Checking Account Activity

June 30 EOM Balance 3374.88

Deposits from Dues 3220.00

Other income _103.00

Sub Total 6997.88

Agcounts Payable 2164.93

Current 8/31 EOM Balance 4532.95

Savings Account Status

Bof Aasof 8/21/90 12985.73

(incl. QSL reserves)

American Sav ings Bank 6/23/90
8742.31

Repeater Fund

Wells Fargo as of 6/15/90 1759.14

CONTEST

NCDXC wins . . . big!
Results of the 1990 ARRL DX Contest . . .
Club NCDXC 26,809,479 #4 in US.A.
81 entries CW winner N6TV
SSB winner K6HNZ

Club SCDXC 2,064,861
11 entries

1989 CQ WW CW
N6RO (op K3EST) #2US.A. 21 MHz

CLASSIFIED

WANTED (Standing Order)

Ideas for future club programs. Provide topic,
contact name and telephone number. Forward to
any club officer. Thank you. de W6TEX

WANTED

Feature items for future DXer issues. One to two
pages of text plus illustrations is the best size. If you
don't come through, you will be faced with more
ARRL Letter reprints. de K6ZX

ANNOUNCEMENT

Tom Christian VR6TC and his wife will be in atten-
dance at a reception to be held at the residence of
DXer Smitty, W6JZU on October 22, 1990.

No time has been set, so keep an ear on W6TI on
Thursday night.

These people come from a very interesting part of the
world, and it should be a good evening to expand
your knowledge of it a bit. de kézx




HUMOCR

The following is an actual letter. The original was
typewritten, and all spelling and grammar has been
carefully left intact, including errors. I thought this
was pretty funny.

To Mr. (name omitted) District Manager for Alabama
Radio Shack 3300 N. Pace Blvd Pensacola, FL. 32505

Dear Sire, This letter is complain about the problems
I have having with the ham radio model number 19-
11011 had got from your company Radio Shack. I
had this shipped special to me from your store 1096
Eastdale Mall Montgomery Alabama. I was got this
because I think that i would get transmitt furthur that
I did with the TRC 217 40 channel walkie talkie.

The problem that had first was when I was going to
hook this radio HTX-1000 to the antenna the conek-
tor on the radio was wrong it wouldn't attach to my
cable. I was able to hook it finally by making a small
change in in the connektor. As soon as I tried to use it
there was no sound coming at all. This happened for
two days and I never did get to talk to anybody the
whole two days. That day the cable company came
knocking my door and said there was something
causing problems at my house and disconnekted my
radio from the cable line. you knew when i brought
the Radio that I was going to use that for my an-
tenne. You didn’t tell me not to why not?

Next time I decided to put the HTX-1000 in my
automobile I thought I would see how it worked
their. I hooked it to my CB-antenna and at least 1
could hear people. But what happens now is no one
wants to talk to me because they says you have to
have a licencs to talk to them. Why? I dont have to
have a licencs to talk on my CB. They'll talk to me
there. Anyhow it dont matter much anymore because
somebody done took the radio HTX-1000 from my
automobile.

What I would like for you Radio Shack to do is
refund my money because I don’t have the radio
anymore and its not my fault i dont and I think you
should give me back my money. Also the cable
company here says that I hurt something in there line
and want to be paid fix it. It will cost $27482.98 to fix
the equipment they say was damaged because you
didnt tell me not to hook it to the cable. Please remit
to me the check for $27758.53 for damages due. To
save this matter from going to court the check must
be in my hand by June first or I will turn this over to
my attorneys of law.

(name witheld)

PROPAGATION

propagation forecast bulletin 40 arlp040 from ed
tilton, wlhdq wethersfield ct october 1, 1990 to all
radio amateurs

During early September the solar flux looked promis-
ing, moving from a low of 153 on the 7th to 206 on
the 14th. but on the next six days the flux chart shows
an almost horizontal line, with a high of only 208.
Then comes the worst yet, the flux dropping to 150
by the 27th. Something better may be coming,
however. The flux was up eight points to 156 on
september 30. Viewing conditions were poor during
Sunday, but we may be in another flux rise this
week.

The best news is on the calendar. This is October, the
beginning of the fall DX season. We will be seeing
better conditions gradually, reaching the fall maxi-
mum in November. We may not have exceptionally
high flux levels from here on, but October and
November, especially the latter, will be the best
months of the year. We might even see some 50 mhz
DX in November and the 10 meter band will be at its
best for the year.

You can get the latest solar flux information around
the clock by dialing 1-303-497-235.

American sunspot numbers for September 20
through 26 were 142, 137, 122, 91, 82, 84 and 82
respectively, with a mean figure of 105.7. Solar flux
numbers as reported by wwv for the same time
period were 200, 200, 192, 183, 176, 165 and 157, with
a mean figure of 181.9. ar

EXAMS

VE Examination Session
Date: Saturday October 27, 1990
Place: Channel 2KTVU
Jack London Square
Oakland, CA

Time: 9:00 AM.
Elements: Novice through Extra Class
Requirements: Pre-registration and walk-in

Contact for reservations and information:
Marilyn Zorrilla 986-5055 9-2 Weekdays only




KENWOOD
TS-940S

COMPETITION CLASS
HF TRANSCEIVER

CALLFORLOW,LOWPRICE

©)
ICOM IC-725

100W GENERAL COVERAGE RECEIVER
HF ALL BAND COMPACT TRANSCEIVER,

GREAT PRICE

FREE SHIPMENT
MOST ITEMS UPS SURFACE

¢ VAESU

F1-1000

200 WATTS RF power output
Built-in TCXO *

BURL|NGA:€EE CA 94010

gels) 342.5757
orge, Mgr. WBEDSV
5 miles south on 101 from SFQ

OAKLAND, CA
2210 Livingston St
;:15) 534-5757
ich, Mgr. WASWYB
15-880 at 23:0 Ave. Ramp

Bob Ferrero W8RJ
President

Jm Ratlerty N6RJ
VP So Clanf Div.
Anaheim Mgr.

THE DXer
P.O.Box 608

o
ICOM IC-781

. 8 ORION
BUSINESS
INTERNATIONAL, INC.

™

* Reliable
Worm Gear Drive
» Stainless Steei Hardware
» Reversai Deiay Circuit &
Variable Speed Control
* Fits Most Towers

THE ULTIMATE TEN-TEC

150 W, ALL BAND
'HF TRANSCEIVER

I

Optimized for reduced Phase Noise
Duat VFO’s, 100 W Output
Al bands 160-10

commo@AaTION 1

MA-40 ||

40 TUBULAR TOWER

5909 SALE! $629
MA-550%

55 TUBULAR TOWER

-$1369SALE! $999
® Handies 10 sq. ft. at 50 mph

@ Pleases neighbors with
tubular streamlined look

#TX-455 SALE! $1389

55 FREESTANDING

CRANK-UP '

® Handles 18 sq. ft. at 50 mph

® No guying required

® Extra-strength Construction

® Can add raising and motor
drive accessories

R R IR

pdx
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TITAN 425
+ Pair 3CXB00A7 « External Power Supply
Performance at legal limit
3MSQSK, 1.610 22 MHz - Assures “Loaf Along”
With authorized modification through 29.999 MHz

INSTOCK NOW! FREE SHIPMENT!

'KENWOOD
TS-440S

)

K

X
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X

XX

Shown wth oplional
MARE rotor base

TOWERS RATED TO EiA SPECIFICATIONS
OTHER MODELS AT GREAT PRICES

HF TRANSCEIVER
* 160 m to 10 m Amateur Bands
* 100-KHz to 30 MHz Receiver
* Available with optionai
built-in Antenna Tuner.

LARGEST HAM OUTLET IN THE WORLD

Menlo Park, CA 94026

US.A.

FIRST CLASS

FIRST CLASS

FIRST CLASS

OR-2300

KENWOOD
TS-950S

DIGITAL DX-CLUSIVE
PERFORMANCE
150W HF DUAL RECEIVE

SEOCHEDE,

¥ GLOBAL TIME INDICE%

* Detailed ifluminated map shows time, time zone, sun posi-
tion and day of the week at a glance for any piace in the
worid. » Continuously moving - areas oi day and night
change as you watch. ¢ Mounts sasily on a wall. Size
344" x22¥".

$1295 $1159.95
DELIVERED IN U.S.

' PK-232 Muiti-mode
Data Controller
Now with PakMail fqnction

UTLET



