





Roster Changes

Change of Address

Robert R. (Bob) Artigo, KN6J
3127 Bodie Rd

Gardnerville, NV 89410

(H) not yet provided

(B) (702) 266-4000

Bob becomes an Absentee Member.

Gerald (Jerry) Bliss, K6SMH
17900 Los Alamos Drive
Saratoga, CA 95070

No phone number provided

Edward (Ed) Schuller, WA6CTA
1220 Waterview Dr

Mill Valley, CA 94941

(H) (415) 383-5334

(W) (415) 445-8312

Treasurer’s Report

Change of Telephone
Ken Anderson, K6PU
(W) (415) 852-7179

Glenn Vinson, W60TC
(W) (415) 434-3333
John Hardin, WA6LKM
(H) (209) 239-3392

W) (209) 526-0755

Add FAX numbers
Garry Shapiro, NI6T
(F) (408) 353-1119

George Badger, W6TC
(F) (415) 233-0439

Bank of America Checking Account
Beginning Balance

Payouts

Ending Balance

' Ending Balance

Repeater Fund

$3,919.62
Receipts Dues received & deposited
Account interest $3.46
QSL card sales 50.00
Unsold March dinners/auction 20.00
Insurance rebate (Prop 103) 11.88
Cash recvd at door, March mtg 288.00
Subtotal $373.34 $4,292.96
Cash to Bold Knight, Mar. mtg. $288.00
Check to Bold Knight, Mar. mtg. 270.25
DXer printing & mailing, Mar, 258.27
DXer postage, Mar. & future 233.75
DXer expenses, NI6T 62.35
Marathon award expenses, WX6M 77.22
Treasurer's expenses, KG6AM 8.85
Calligraphy, Calif Awards 88.00
ARRL Contest award plaques 188.76
*Check to Eurekabank Savings 500.00
(remaining IDXC seed money)
Subtotal $1,975.45
$2,317.51
Eurekabank Savings Account
Beginning Balance $18,161.73
Account interest $32.69
*Check from B of A Account 500.00
Subtotal $532.69
$18,694.42
Balance per AG6Q (6 Apr) $1,612.18

The Luck of the
Draw...

Editor: .-

Each year I attend the DX Convention. I
meet old friends and, with luck, make new
ones, and see people.1 probably wouldn’t
see otherwise.

I’ve been a club member since 1984,
and-—due to the distance from my home
to the meeting places, I don’t attend as
many of the meetings as I would like. I’ ve
never voiced my opinion until now.

This year, as with the previous 13
Visalia conventions that I have attended,
I had a wonderful time. But—as I pulled
out of the Holiday Inn and onto the
highway toward home—I turned the 2m
radio to 146.940. I heard someone ask
“Who won the Grand Prize?” An indi-
vidual-—a member of this club—said “the
same idiot that won the FT-1000 last
night.” Before I could respond, he added
“I wonder who he’s sleeping with!”

Mike, NAG6J, has been a friend of mine
since we first met at one of these con-
ventions several years ago. Mike has won
numerous prizes at past conventions, and
each year I kid him about what he’s going
to win this year. :

I don’t know if anyone noticed the look
of embarrassment on Mike’s face when
he stood up to claim the Grand Prize on
Sunday after just having won the first
Grand Prize the night before. I'm sure
Mike comes to the convention with the
same thoughts as the rest of us: “Boy,
wouldn’t it be great to win one of those
radios?” So Mike goes out and buys a
bunch of tickets just like the rest of us,
and—Ilo and behold—he wins the two
biggest prizes.

Personally, I would have loved to have
won either of those prizes—or anything
else—but we all know how the game
works, and if we can’t handle the outcome
of the prize drawings, maybe we shouldn’t
play the game.

One last thought: several people won
multiple prizes. Mike just happened to win
the best of them. Congratulations, Mike!

—John Hardin, WA6LKM
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Who is she?

\_

This YL is shown operating her beautiful antique SX-28 from J2AHIL. Shortly
after, she commenced operation with her home call of W4KE. Several years
ago, she gave many club members a new CW country from an African location.
Some hams used to refer to her as “Department of Defense.”

—Answer on page 11 y

from page 1

Visalia & Dayton—a Perspective

recipient would be Iris—apparent to
everyone but Iris, that is. I-turned to her
and said “Well, Iris, have you figured it
out yet?” She gave me a puzzled look and
said “Lee Shaklee?”

Our own Knock, K6ITL, then rose to
do his Mr. Magoo impression and to
present the NCDXC DXer of the Year
award to Ted Algren, KA6W, who—at
that very moment—was camped out in
Yosemite with his YF. Nice timing, Ted!

The 3Y@PI slide presentation was well
done, with all basking in the glow of
having worked them every which way.
The raffle tickets were all sold by Saturday
morning(!), but I had not gotten there
soon enough to get any. From the looks
of the drawing results—one guy (NAG6J)
won both of the top prizes—a handful of
people must have bought ail 9600
tickets (see the letter to The DXer on the
subject). Having no tix, I was spared the

disappointment of not winning, and left
the hall early to go party with the NCCC.

On Sunday morning, San Diego DX Club
presented “DX Jeopardy” to complement the
traditional Visalia breakfast of grease and
cholesterol. (It’s not hard to see why DXers
generally do not look like olympic cham-
pions.) Vince, K5VT then presented his
E31A DXpedition, followed by the final
drawing and a re-enactment of Exodus.

Dayton is, of course, a different horse:
one would swear every ham in the world
was there, and I saw ticket numbers
beyond 40,000. Certainly, there is no
place in the world with more geeks with
rubber duckies on top of their heads, or
funny hats with call letters.

I never really got to see the famous Flea
Market in its full glory. The weather was
so lousy that 2/3 of the outdoor vendors
packed up and left on Saturday, while
small rivers coursed through the parking

PG&E Noise
Sniffer Gets
License

Wally Hanifin of PG&E, whose skill in
locating noise sources has relieved the
suffering of many a Santa Clara Valley
DXer, has taken the plunge! The Cupertino
Division’s rolling ambassador breezed
through his Tech-Lite exam and now
sports KE6FYW. What’s more, he is
studying the code!

Many will remember Wally’s presen-
tation on noise at an NCDXC monthly
meeting, at which he was presented with
a plaque in appreciation of his service
to noise-plagued DXers.

With no ham gear, he has yet to make
his first QSO, but will be looking around
for a VHF mobile rig to install in the
Blue Van. Congratulations, Wally! Now
let’s get you upgraded and on HF!

—NI6T

lot. The vendor with the biggest smile was
the one selling tents and tarps.

The DX dinner featured the 3Y@PI show
again, but this time the whole Peter I crew
was present (including Martin the cook), and
was there afterwards in the suites to sell and
sign KK6EK’s book. The book, by the way,
is excellent, and all the more astounding for
having been published within two months
of the DXpedition’s return.

Of course, the very best part for any
DXer is schmoozing with other DXers.
Of that there was plenty, and I even got
to tell NW6P’s A61AD story (DXer, Feb.
‘94) to Don, WB2DND—AG61AD’s friend
and QSL manager.

This was my first Hamvention pil-
grimage. Next time, I won’t leave the rain
gear in the motel room, and will probably
skip the Grand Banquet in favor of the
Contest Dinner or Chinese takeout, but—
overall— it was an overwhelming ex-
perience, and one not to be missed.

—NI6T al Haj
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The DXer Book Review

DXpeditioning Basics by Wayne Mills, NTNG

Reviewed by Garry Shapiro, NI6T

Longtime NCDXCer N7NG’s callsign is well known to those DXers who eagerly pursue DXpeditions. He has been a CW top-
gun with such efforts as Jarvis I., Conway Reef, Penguin I., Albania and Spratly. As Chuck Hutchinson, K8CH aptly states in a
preface to DXpeditioning Basics—Wayne Mills’ new book: “Wayne understands both sides of a pileup...he is one of the best!”

Well and truly spoken, but in this
book—jointly published by ARRL and
INDEXA—NT7NG eschews “counseling
the masses” and focuses on the other side
of the pileup. From his perspective, the
cross-section of DXers is too varied in
competence—and too anarchistic—to
effectively address as a group. Hence,
DXpeditioning Basics is an operating
handbook for DXpeditioners and wannabe
DXpeditioners: a compendium of tech-
niques and methods to gain and maintain
pileup control and to achieve the DX-
pedition’s overall goals.

The necessity for such a handbook should
be obvious, for not every amateur venturing
to rare and desirable places possesses skills
commensurate with the undertaking. Recall,
for example, the Laccadives operation of early
1993, and the howling chaos triggered by the

from page 9

inexperience of the two operators. The other
side of the pileup is indeed a different world!

This is not to infer that there is little here
for the average DXer or “local QRPer”—
in Hugh Cassidy’s parlance— trying to
work a DXpedition. Knowledge is power,
and understanding what the guy on that
glacier or coral reef is trying to do will
inevitably improve one’s odds of success.

Wayne’s chapter headings showcase his
thoughtful and methodical approach.
These include Objectives, Organization,
Who to Work, Pileup Management, QSO
Mechanics, Frustration Management,
Problems, and Follow-up (which includes
QSL policy). Some of the chapter headings
provide more detail and insight than
others. Under “Problems,” one finds
discussions of Dupes, Portables, Questions

The Bright Side of The Force

tracked it over a half-year; I don’t think:

he ever found them to be equal.

Down in Aruba, they put up mono-
banders—>5 elements on 10 and 15 and 4
elements on 20 and kept up the old tri-
banders. Working back into the States, it
was an S-unit difference. This was at
P43GR’s place. On 10m, he said he worked
stuff he didn’t know he could hear...

Same thing at HC8A. Rich (N6KT) did
an analysis that he presented to NCCC.
They set 4 world records there, using the
antennas I redesigned for 20, 15 and 10.
If you look at the gross numbers, it does
not appear to be that big a difference (in
the antennas)-—you just don’t have that
much to work with—but it’s the difference
between doing okay and really doing okay.

This other guy has a KT34XA and he
bought a (Force 12) 5B(and)A(rray) and
says “Gee, the 20m elements only use 14.5

feet of the boom,” and I said “Yeah, but
it gets more gain than is apparent there”
and he says “It’s not anywhere near my
XA” and I say “Trust me: it’s a [ot better
on 20.” On 10m, the XA is better, and 15
is probably a wash.

Why is the XA better on 10?

Remember that it has traps, and the
radiating portion on 10 is inside those...no
trap loss.

K6RMM had up an XA, and replaced
it with our six...if you take out the ground-
reflection gain, the six has 7.5 dB, and I
had him track for months with other guys.
He swapped antennas, and he picked up
8 dB. It’s so dramatic: where he used to
be behind one of his friends, now he is
ahead of him by the amount he used to
be behind him...

Part 2 of the N6BT interview will appear in
the June issue of The DXer.

and Jammers—all of which are potentially
disruptive to the smooth flow of QSO’s
into the expedition log. Other topics could
benefit from additional discussion: there
was—for example—a mere two-paragraph
discussion of “Ethics,” which too-quickly
opined that ethical issues will be decided
by the DXing community.

A jaded honor-roller might sniff that many
of the points Wayne makes are common-
sensical. Common sense is, however, a most
uncommon virtue in DXing!

DXpeditioning Basics is published simply:
spiral-bound, it has a light, plain soft-cover
and costs only $5.00 postpaid from INDEXA
(PO Box 607, Rock Hill, SC 29731). Itis
clearly intended to be used—to lie flat and handy
on the operating table, ready to absorb stains

from spilled coffee. %

W6KG-ARRL
Fund Endowed

When Lloyd Colvin, W6KG, died last
December, the League became the bene-
ficiary of the proceeds of a life insurance
policy on Mr. Colvin. The proceeds, more
than $150,000, will now fund an endow-
ment, the income from which will be used
to further the strengthening of inter-
national friendship through DXing.

ARRL Executive Vice President David
Sumner, K1ZZ, said “During his lifetime,
W6KG made great personal contributions
to international friendship through Amateur
Radio in his visits to more than 150
countries with his wife Iris Colvin,
W6QL. Through the Colvin Award, the
League will proudly continue those
contributions.”

Announcement of the Colvin Fund was
made at the International DX Convention
in Visalia, California, on April 16.

—From The ARRL Letter, April 26, ‘94
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