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LEADERS NEEDED
There was a time when it was an honor to be chosen for leadership in the Northern
California DX Club. It STILL IS. But, judging from the amount of arm twisting
necessary to get people to run for elective offices in the Club, one doesn’t get that
impression. What a shame!
Here we are; one of the most prestigious amateur radio clubs in the World and
we find it necessary to cajole and coerce people to be leaders in the Club. What a
paradox! One of th e leading DX Clubs in the world has trouble finding leaders!
Actually, there is no lack of leaders in the Club. There is just a lack of leaders
who are willing to lead. Why?
There are those who say it’s be cause of the lack of activityon the bands... Therefore
a lack of interest in DXing. Well, the last time I looked, things were looking pretty
hot on the bands. Besides, when the bands are cold, that would seem to be the time
to take an interest in the Club, because there certainly isn’t much DX to chase. No,
that can’t be it. So, what is it?
In my humble opinion, (to borrow a phrase from a past DXer editor) it appears to
me that people are just plain afraid of making an obligation. They are afraid of having
the leadership activity take up too much of their free time. And where does this fear
originate?
It comes from observing our short handed leaders trying their best to fulfill their
obligations with precious little help. In other words; it is a fear that is self perpetuating and caused by the lack of people who are willing to make a committment
and take position of leadership in the organization. Suppose you did. Suppose many
people did. Then what?
Well, what you would probably see is many people working together for the common good of the Club. You would see a strong, vibrant organization with member
participation and involvement. You would see members wanting to participate. You
would begin to see a self-feeding, upward spiral of effectiveness. And all it takes is
you - - one person, working with many others who are also, willing to get involved.
So, why not step forward? Make yourself known! Your officers will welcome you
with open arms. Your efforts will be rewarded in ways you can’t possibly imagine.
And you will have the satisfaction of knowing YOU made a difference.
The June meeting is the election of officers. The Club is buying pizza and paying for beer and soft drinks. So, come out to the meeting and make a difference.
The Club needs YOU. The Club needs YOUR leadership.

JUNE MEETING
NIGHT CHANGED
TO
FRIDAY, JUNE 11
Program:

Election of Officers!!
American Legion Post 105
651 El Camino Real
Redwood City
See Map & Driving Directions
on Pages 4 & 5

6:00 Attitude adjustment.
7:00 Rusty’s Pizza & Liquid
Refreshments paid for
by NCDXC.
8:00 Business Meeting &
Club Officer Elections.

DUES ARE DUE
JULY 1ST
June 1999
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Dick Letrich, W6KM
Marilyn Bagshaw, N6VAW
Jerry Bliss, K6III
Ted Park, K6XN
Chuck Patterson, K6RK
Chuck Vaughn, AA6G
Ron Panton, W6VG

The DXer:
Editor:

George Allan, W6YD
668 Chemeketa Dr
San Jose, CA 95123-3012
408-226-0497
w6yd@aol.com
Printing, Mailing: Don Anastacia, AA6W
Web Page:
Chuck Vaughn, AA6G
http://www.ncdxc.org

DX Ladder:
9-Band Award:
Contests:
California Award:
Historian/archivist:
Records Manager:
Publications Mgr:

John Kelly, KG6XF
John Brand, K6WC
Doug Westover, W6JD
Rubin Hughes, WA6AHF
Ron Panton, W6VG
Ron Panton, W6VG
Ron Panton, W6VG

Club Repeater,
Frequency/offset:
Trustee:
Comm. Chairman:
Club simplex:
Thurs. Net QTR:
Net Manager:
DX News:
Propagation:
Swap Shop:
QSL Information:

W6TI/R
147.36 MHz, +
Bob Vallio, W6RGG
Eric Swarz, WA6HHQ
147.54 MHz (suggested)
8 pm local time.
Randy Wright, W6CUA
Net Control Operator
Al Lotze, W6RQ
Ben Deovlet, W6FDU
Mac McHenry, W6BSY

W6TI DX Bulletins:
W6TI Station Trustee Bob Vallio, W6RGG,
transmits DX information at 0200 UT every
Monday (Sunday evening local time) on both
7.016 and 14.002 MHz.
Club address:

Box 608
Menlo Park, CA
94026-0608
The DXer is published monthly by the Northern
California DX Club and sent to all club members.
Unless otherwise noted, NCDXC permits re-use
of any article in this publication—provided The
DXer and the article’s author are credited.
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President’s Comments

I hope you were as pleased as I was with the fine quality that George Allan, W6YD,
our new Editor with the May DXer. I told you to expect the best and now we have
it! Thanks, George from all of the club.
George, W6YD and Chuck Vaughn, AA6G, will be getting the DXer on our club
Internet site again in the near future, so those of you who wish to receive the DXer
electronically will be able to do so. It is important to let Ron Panton, W6VG
(W6VG@AOL.COM) know your preferences. Be sure to contact him.
Well, as you must know by now, I have canceled the Presentation Program that
was scheduled for the June meeting. Two reasons for this: #1 the actual members
turn out has been very low and to ask anyone to give up their personal time and
have almost no audience, is just plain rude and inconsiderate. ...#2 we have club
elections and this will allow us to discuss many subjects of interest and importance
to the club’s future.
The clubs BYLAWS AND PROCEDURES MANUAL spells out that the
nominating committee will submit to the June DXer the nominees for the next
election. As in years past it has been very difficult for them to perform this duty.
I am confident that they will be able to complete this thankless task on time. I am
aware that the only possible office for which there has been no candidate willing
to step up is for the office of Vice-president. Think about it. Don't you believe you
owe back to the club a little more support? Or is it you are the only one that is
busy?
The new meeting location at the American Legion Post #105 in Redwood City
will be tested for the next four or five meetings so that we can give it a fair evaluation.
It was pointed out to me that with the dues costing $24 a year and the dinners at
$14 a meeting and if they attended an average of 10 meetings a year, the cost to
participate was over $150 a year. Now I leave it up to you to ponder the last statement
and how it applies to you.
The club does stand to save a lot of money by using the American Legion Post.
Like I stated last month; it does have a bar! So, that makes it more then acceptable
to the majority of the club.
If you come to the June meeting FRIDAY NIGHT, JUNE 11th, the club will buy
you a PIZZA dinner and provide the liquid refreshments of Beer and Sodas. What
a deal! The Pizza's will be from Rusty Epps’, W6OAT’s establishment .
After a trial year of alternating club monthly meeting nights between Thursday
and Friday nights, very little club participation changes have been noted. So with
some regret we will revert back to the traditional Friday night monthly meetings.
I will add that I would have continued another year alternating, but it would have
been very costly to the club.
Please mark your calendars that the June meeting is FRIDAY THE 11th. The
July meeting will be a picnic to be held on JULY 17th in the East Bay. So it is
important to mark your calendars right away. There will be no meeting in AUGUST.
In September the meeting will be at the American Legion Post #105. That date
is SEPTEMBER 10th. Let’s get our act together and not only attend the club
meetings, but get our dues in on time. That will make it easier for everyone involved
and help them get their paper work in order. It will also, help them get the Roster
out, not only on time but, as accurate as possible!
73...........Dick, W6KM
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General Meeting Minutes

BOD Minutes (Cont’d)

Minutes of the NCDXC, 14 May 1999
The meeting was called to order at 8:00pm by the President, Dick Letrich, W6KM.
There were 17 members present. President Dick Letrich, W6KM, in the chair:
The March minutes approved as printed in the Dxer. There were no minutes from
the April meeting. The Secretary read the minutes of the Board of Director’s meeting
held on 7 May 1999. A sample NCDXC QSL card was passed around for review by
the members. Life Membership applications for Jim Murch, AA6M and Bob Aritgo,
KN6J were presented and discussed. Life Membership status was approved for both.
A wrap up report on the International DX Convention was presented by George Allan,
W6YD. Approximately 475 paid admission were recorded. It was estimated an
additional 50 came in without offering to pay their way. The exhibitors were quite
happy with the facilities and turnout. The club cleared about $2,700. Surplus Mugs
and Patches are available to purchase. Information will be in the DXer. A motion
by K6DLC, Second by W6FGD, that the BOD consult with former BOD Members who
have legal experience to determine how to conduct a mail ballot. A nomination
committee has been set up for NCDXC officers for next term. Co-Chairmen are Dewey
Churchill, KG6AM and Ted Algren, KA6W. Contact them with your nominations or
present yourself as a candidate for office. Several members have agreed to candidacy
for the position of Director. They are WB6JJJ, W6VG, AAGG. W6KM agreed to
continue in the office of President if approved by the vote of the membership. KG6AM
agrees to run for an unspecified office.
The new manager for the CA Award was announced. It is K6FX, Robert Bickel.
The President thanked Rubin Hughes, WA6AHF for his years of managing the award
and reminded the members to promote the award at each opportunity.
A discussion followed on the poor attendance we are experiencing. Continued
promotion of attendance is encouraged. Members are asked to contact absent member
and encourage them to attend. Car pooling, etc. is appropriate.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:25pm.
Faithfully submitted, Jerry Bliss, K6iii, Secretary, NCDXC

Board of Directors Meeting
Minutes of the BOD of NCDXC - 7 May 1999
Meeting called to order by the President, W6KM, at 7:15pm at the home of Ron
Patton, W6VG. Present were W6KM, K6III, AA6G, W6VG, K6RK and K6XN.
The President provided an agenda (attached to these minutes).
1. Non-Profit Status was discussed. The Treasurer is to investigate and evaluate
our position then report back to the BOD at the July BOD meeting.
2. Club contests: The small participation in the club’s contest was discussed. Note
was made the NCDXC is not a contest club. The annual Marathon contest was moved
from the Summer season to Winter season in an effort to get a better turnout. The
BOD approved the dates of the Marathon to run from 1 December through 31 January.
AA6G will write up an article for the Dxer.
3. Life Membership applications for Jim Murch, AA6M and Bob Artigo, KN6J were
discussed and approved. To be submitted to the next regular membership meeting for
approval.
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4. Discussed Annual Membership
Dues. Determined that the current
amount and schedule is about correct.
A review of the budget is necessary to
consider any adjustments.
5. Discussed a suggested modification
of Associate Membership. To limit this
status to one year to encourage AM’s to
upgrade to Regular Membership. This
proposal was disapproved.
6. Discussed a Donation/Contribution
to the NCDXF. It was the consensus that
due to poor state of the budget, there will
be no such contribution this year.
7. Discussed venues, dates and times
for meetings. Determined to continue
with the current Thursday/Friday
evening arrangement and see how the
VFW Hall in Redwood City meets our
needs.
8. Discussed methodology and circumstances of a Mail In Ballot. Deferred any
decision on this to the next BOD.
9. CA Award: Current manager desires to resign. AA6G knows a member
who might be willing to take it on. AA6G
will make contact and report back to the
BOD.
10. Discussed changing the term of
office for the officers to run from January to January with elections to be held
in November. This proposal was disapproved.
11. Added several minor duties dealing
with Members Badges and Cards to the
Secretary.
12. Discussed and approved a number
of minor changes to the Procedures
Manual as proposed by W6VG.
Membership is invited to contact the
BOD to present their view on any and all
of the subjects discussed.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30pm.
Faithfully submitted,
Jerry Bliss/k6iii,
Secretary, NCDXC
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The Marathon
At the last BOD meeting, it was reported that only 3 entries were received
for the 1998 Marathon. This seems to
reflect the low level of support for most
NCDXC supported activities. The summer 1999 Marathon will procede as always but in an attempt to stimualte interest, the Board decided to try a Winter Marathon.
There are several reasons for considering a Winter Marathon. The traditional Marathon for all intents and purposes is a 20m contest. Summer noise
levels on 160m - 40m are so high that
contacts on those bands are few. Summer propagation on 10m is very poor
even in high solar activity years and
15m is often little better. Summer is
also the time for vacations and outdoor
activities. When I look at my own logs,
I find few contacts in the months of June
through August.
The months for the Marathon were
chosen because activity was known to be
low during those months. But as cited
above, activity is low for good reasons.
Club members have commented to me
over the years that they are not very interested in the Marathon due to it's limited nature. Why not consider another
time of the year when propagation on all
frequencies is better and people spend
more time at home? Based on these criteria the dates of December 1, 1999
through January 31, 2000 were chosen
for the Winter Marathon.
The Board hopes that overall these
dates will appeal to more club members
and encouage greater participation than
before. Propagation is better on most
bands compared to the summer months
and the low bands are at their quietest.
Although off their October/November
peaks, 15 and 10m can have decent
propagation. December and January are
between major contest periods but there
are a number of smaller contests that
can be used to accumulate countries.
With the cold weather during these
months, indoor activities are at a peak
and this should be good for Marathon
activity. The only possible drawback is
the holiday season as this may reduce
the time available for some people to
spend on the air. Overall I believe December/January will produce greater
activity than July/August.
Your comments are welcome. Please
send them to the editor.
73, Chuck - AA6G
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1999 NCDXC DXer of the Year—Bob Fabry, N6EK
by Glenn Vinson, W6OTC

This year’s DXer of the Year is well known not only in our club but
throughout the world as an intrepid DXpeditioner who was a principal organizer and
operator of the 1997 VK0IR Heard Island expedition. He has been active from KH9,
VP5, HC8 and other islands. He is also known to the DX community as the hardware
and software designer and fabricator of the NCDXF/IARU worldwide beacon network.
He succeeded Jack Troster, W6ISQ, as IARU Region 2 (North and South America)
Beacon Coordinator and is also the International (worldwide) IARU Beacon Project
Coordinator. This project provides invaluable propagation information to DXers daily,
now transmitting on multiple bands and using a GPS receiver for synchronization.
Bob was first licensed in 1957 at the age of 17 and is active as a DXer and
contest operator on SSB and CW. He is retired after a distinguished academic career
on the faculty of the University of California, Berkeley, where he founded, and for many
years led, the project which created Berkeley BSD UNIX, which is the basis of most
commercial versions of UNIX as well as for the Linux and FreeBSD freeware versions.
Bob is a member of NCCC, active in many contests, and has won California
in the single-operator all-band category in CQWW SSB contest.
Bob lives in Berkeley with his wife Susan. They like to backpack in the
Sierras, travel extensively throughout the world and spend time with their five grown
children and three grandchildren.
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Two Old “Coasties”
How often have you powered up the
HF rig and tuned around looking for DX
or just looking around to see where the
band is open to? And if you don’t find
any thing specific you drop in and eavesdrop on an ongoing QSO. Well, like
many of us I love to SWL both the Ham
Bands and the International Bands as
well. Recently I was just spinning the
dial not really thinking about hearing
any DX as the band was pretty flat and
was also pretty noisy. Out of the ether
popped a pretty good signal calling CQ.
Not CQ DX as we hear often, but just a
good old fashioned and friendly “CQ.”
The signal was strong and clear and so
it really perked up my ears. Well, I
thought someone will up pick this fine
signal quickly because the signal was
strong enough to be a local. The station
gave his call and it was WB0WOZ. The
way call signs are never required to
represent any specific call area anymore, I still didn’t think that he could

Driving Directions
to the June Meeting
The bull’s-eye (on the map on the
opposite page) marks the location of
the American Legion Post. From the
north or south take the Whipple
Road exit west off Highway 101 and
turn left on El Camino. Drive about
1 block to 651 El Camino (on the
left). You have to drive past it and
make a U-turn at the first light. The
American Legion is a large single
story building with a cyclone fence
in the front and is set farther back
from the street than the
surrounding buildings. Parking is
in the back. Alternately, from the
south, take the Woodside Road exit
west off Highway 101 and turn right
on El Camino. Drive about 3/4 mile
to 651 El Camino (on the right).
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continue calling without getting picked up
by a few stations. After what seemed quite
a few minutes, I still did not hear anyone
come back to him and I thought that since
I love to work CQ’s I had better at least tell
my neighbor (still assuming he was local)
hello and that his audio and signal was
excellent. I dropped what I was doing and
picked up the mic. Gave my call sign and
found that he was calling from the Midwest
just as his call indicated.
We exchanged the usual greetings and so
forth and really just began chatting about
this and that. He mentioned that he had
served in the Service in W.W.II in the San
Francisco Bay Area. Well, one thing led
to another and found out that we both had
been in the Coast Guard together, he many
years before me, but had served on the
same base in Alameda. He was a machinist
by trade and they needed his services at the
base to help run the machine shop to keep
some of the Coast Guards small Cutters in
tip top shape as they patrolled and guarded
the San Francisco Bay.
On and on we chatted and exchanged
memories about the Alameda “Government Island” base where I went through
boot camp. Boy, time was just flying by
and then we got into talking about other
subjects. “Did I know what a Rival Crock
Pot was,” sure I said we have and use one
quite regularly? In fact I told him that I
was sure that if you cut up a potato and
threw in some salt and an old shoe, you
could make it taste like steak. That’s when
he told me that his shop made (I think I got
this figure right) 10,000 crock pots a day
for Rival!
Then he asked me if I had ever heard of
the “Hazer and did I know what it was
named after?” I, of course knew what a
Hazer was, but had no idea just how it got
its name and why was he asking? After all
he said his name was Bob and no bells
went off about the relationship. Well, Bob
says he makes them and it was named that
because cowboys hazed cattle, in other
words rode the horse up along side of one

and by guiding it along ...they hazed
the cow. Now I could better understand just why the “Hazer” tower unit
got its name. It turns out that Bob is
the Glen R. Martin Co. owner and
founder. He and his wife are enjoying semi-retirement and his son is
now running the business.
We had a real long QSO. It was
really enjoyable and fun to meet another Coastie on the air. If you want
to look at Bob’s web site, here it is;
http://www.glenmartin.com. In this
case, Boonville, MO was as good as
any DX contact I have ever had.
Maybe, it’s time for you to sit back
and just call out a CQ or answer one.
You might have as good a QSO as
you will ever find.
Dick W6KM

Hal, N6AN
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May Meeting Photos

LOOKING BACKWARD

by Dick, W6KM

by Bud Bane, W6WB

Marv, W6FGD

Craig, W6WL
Bill, WB6JJJ, Bill, W6TEX&
Chuck, AA6G

Shown on the opposite page, is a piece of promo material for
DX Convention (then called “Conference”) NO. 6. This comes
to us courtesy of Wendell Pierce, W6FSJ, once an ardent DXer’
living in Southern California. Still an active DXer and contester,
he now lives in Napa. Incidentally, his DX record on 160 meters
reads like it was on 20 meters.
Read the bulletin carefully. Note that the program format is
still being followed with few exceptions. Don’t overlook the
PRICE of the meeting!! A squint at the photo may be worthwile,
particularly at the numbers, which represent countries and zones
worked and verified. Not too bad for plus forty years ago. It
should be mentioned that this was before SSB and I do believe
that Elvin (charter member) W6TT got most of his countries on
AM. All in the picture gave a lot of time and effort to make
both club and convention an on-going success. Sadly, W6TI,
W6ATO and W6DZZ are no longer with us.
A complete list of the NCDXC members, at that time, is on
the bottom of the page. A few of us were die-hard CWers, but
there were also, some red-hot AM addicts. And, of course, there
were a few staunch AMers (and CWers) who believed POWER
was the key to true DX glory. At that time, the term, “California
Kilowatt” was aptly applied round-the-world by DXers listening
to so many thunderous signals from the Golden State. ( No doubt,
most were from stations in the southern part of our state?? W6WB. ).
Looking backward, the mikes and keys of far too many on the old list are
forever silent.

George, W6YD
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Election of Officers!
Be There or Be Square!
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