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General Meeting
May 13,2004
Harry's Hof Brau
1909 El Camino Real,
Redwood City

Chuck Patterson, K6RK
NCDXC Member of the Year

Program

I See Story on Page 311

Over the Horizon Radar
Doug Westover, W6JD

---------

Social Hour ..
Dinner ......... .
Meeting ........ .
\.

\

6:00P.M.
7:00P.M.
8:00P.M.

'
DXer Deadline
for
June 2004 Issue
is
May 26, 2004
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Club Officers:
President:
Vice Pres:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Director:
Director:
Director:

Doug Westover, W6JD
Chuck Patterson, K6RK
Mike Gavin, W6WZ
Dewey Churchill, KG6AM
Mitch Cipriano, AE6AI
Keith Butts, KN6K
Ron Panton, W6VG

The DXer:
Editor:

George Allan, W6YD
719 Ruddy Court
Los Banos, CA 93635
w6yd@aol.com
Printing, Mailing: Dick Letrich, W6KM

Web Page:

Chuck Vaughn, AA6G

DX Ladder:
9-Band Award:
Contests:
California Award:
Histotian/archivist:
Records Manager:
Publications Mgr:

John Kelly, KG6XF
John Brand, K6WC
Dick Courtway, N7RC
Robert Bickel, K6FX

Club Repeater,
Frequency/offset:
Trustee:
Control Operator:
Club simplex:
Thurs. Net OTR:
Net Manager:
DX News:
Swap Shop:
QSL Information:

W6TI/R
147.36 MHz, +
Bob Vallio, W6RGG
Robert Smithwick, W6CS
147.54 MHz (suggested)
8 pm local time.
Randy Wright, W6CUA
Net Control Operator
Mitch Cipriano, AE6AI
Mac McHenry, W6BSY

http://www.ncdxc.org

Well, another Visalia is behind us and I hope that all who attended enjoyed it,
I certainly did. As always seeing the old friends you only run into once a year
was my favorite activity. And dinner at Fugazies is always special!
I thought the SCDXC did a great job and came up with some worthwhile innovations. The single sheet event schedule was much more convenient than having
to carry around the whole program " magazine". I was also encouraged by the
18 year and younger hams there. Not a huge number ~y any means but there may
still be hope for the future!
And speaking of the future , June is election time. PLEASE give serious consideration to who you would like to see leading the club and be sure to make
yourself available if you can.
This year's picnic will be July 31 in the same location we had last year (Mitchell
Park, Palo Alto). Watch the June & July DXers for details.
Hope to see you all at Harry's on May 13 .
Doug, W6JD

Ron Panton, W6VG
Ron Panton, W6VG

W6TI OX Bulletins:
W6TI Station Trustee Bob Vallio, W6RGG,
transmits DX information at 0200 UT every
Monday (Sunday evening local time) on both
7.016 and 14.002 MHz.
Club address:

Box 608
Menlo Park, CA
94026-0608

The DXer is published monthly by the Northern
CalifomiaDX Club and sentto aJI club members.
Unless otherwise noted, NCDXC pennits re-use
of any atticle in this publication-provided The
DXer and the article's author are credited.

"El Presidente ", Doug, W6JD

NCDXC Dues Information
Full and Associate Members;
Date Dues are Paid
1 July thru 30 September
1 October and after

Member
$24.00
$24.00

Family Rate
Plus $15.00
Plus $15.00

*Members who have not remitted dues by the 30 September deadline are considered dropped from
the membership roles. Those desiring to renew membership may do so anytime, but will not be
included in the new issue of the NCDXC Roster .

Absentee Member Dues are $16.00 per year.
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NCDXC Member of the Year: Chuck Patterson, K6RK

News from YI9MD

This month we honor and recognize K6RK, Chuck Patterson as our Member of
the Year. The NCD.XC was proud to award this well deserved plaque in appreciation to a member who has been a tireless worker on behalf of the club for many,
many years. He joined the club in January of 1973. He was first licensed in 1930
as W6FCN, when he was a Boy Scout He has never tired of the hobby and has
achieved many awards along the way. He can be heard mainly on 160 Meters these
days. As they say "160 is the Gentleman ' s Band" and that truly fits a description
of Chuck. He is both an outstanding human being and a great Ham Radio Operator. He has set a good example and is a good role model for both past and future
Amateurs. He has served as out club President, first in 1983 -1984 and again from
2000 -2001 and 2101 -2002, followed by two more terms as Vice President Hereally deserves a Plaque as big as a door but this normal sized Plaque is presented
on behalf of a very grateful Club. Chuck was born in the Midwest but came to California and was raised in Berkley. He moved to Lafayette in 1940. He was called to
serve his country in late 1940. After the war he remained in the service as an active reservist and retired as a Second Lt. All the while he worked in the steel industry and was finally able to fully retire from US Steel in 1978. His late wife,
Mary Patterson and he, had four children, 3 boys and a girl.
Chuck has a great station and his antenna farm is almost all hidden from the road
by trees. For antennas, he has a KLM KT -34 at 65 feet and just below that is mounted
a 40 Meter rotatable dipole. He also has a tower that has a FORCE 12 W ARC -7
that handles 12-17-30 Meters. In addition he runs wire antennas everywhere. Remember - he chases DX on 160 meters.
His main station consists of an ICOM IC-756 MK II and his backup rig is a YAESU
FT-1000 MP. He has no tuners, but does have an Ameritron, AL 1200 Amp. His
country total is 355! He has had a few calls in the past. They were W6FCN, W6ATR,
W6EKV/P, W6IMS/P and on the East Coast prior to W.W.Il W2NXO. As a bachelor he has rigs in almost every room of his home. Not all are working, but it is
like stepping into HAM HEA YEN!
Thanks for everything, Chuck
73 - Dick, W6KM

Good morning George. I got another
e-mail this morning from Jerry, K6MD .
Thought The DXer readers might enjoy
keeping up with his goings-on in YI.
See you in Visalia.
73 de Rusty, W60AT

Doug Westover, W6JD and Chuck Patterson, K6RK

May 2004

Hi, Rusty- hope ur well and looking
fwd to Visalia! Wish I could be there ...
oh well.
Moved again, to an ostensibly safer
place, and hope not to have to do this
again . Last week was pretty intenselots of mortar/rocket attacks, sniper attacks, lots of small arms fire , and I was
spared from a direct hit because I turned
left instead of going straight ahead as I
was jogging to the gym! Had I run
straight, I would have been the 4th victim of that hit - one of 3 shells within
15 seconds .... Fate is a funny thing ... as
I was on scene, I helped with first aid,
and getting them to the ER, where we
continued to work on them. They all did
well- got their Purple Hearts that nite
from Gen Meyers! ... I didn't need another one of those .. ..
So, the long wire is up again, and
seems to be ok ... no stateside heard yet
- frustrating ... haven't even heard the
usual bunch of FOC'ers on '025 .. . will
try to get the vertical built this weekend, up and? .. who knows ... may even
hear the west coast... please give my best
to the 'gang' , and I hope you all have
a wonderful weekend in Visalia ... mebbe
next year. ... take care ... cheers .. .
73/DX .. . Jerry, YI9MD

Jerry, K6MDIYI9MD
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DXer Profiles By W6KM
Back in September of 1998 I bought my
first digital camera. They were a new and
exciting bit of technology. Very few had
ever seen one and almost everyone was
blown away at being able to capture a picture and then look at it right away. I am
now on my third camera and it has been
obsolete for several years! The resolution
is only 1.6 mega-pixels , today the standard approaches 5.0 mega-pixels and even
at that, it can be purchased for a fraction
of what I paid. As a matter of fact even
the size of the new cameras themselves,
are a fraction of the size of mine.
Just what does this have to do with
DXing? Nothing really, except, I ventured
into digital cameras in order to provide
pictures mainly for the DXer. Today I'll
bet almost every club member has a digital
camera and one that is of a much higher
resolution than my Sony Mavica FD-90.
I have used my cameras to record thousands of pictures both personal and for the
DXer. I have covered meetings, parties,
picnics, conventions, etc. I have been
doing DX club Member Profiles for all of
this time and I am sorry to say I have done
one on almost every active club member
within a 100 mile radius of San Jose.
Folks, I have run out of active members
to profile. Now with a club of this magnitude and the common availability of a
digital camera, I am willing to bet nearly
every club member has one and it is of a
. much higher resolution than mine.
I am suggesting that members out side
of the immediate Bay Area take a few pictures of themselves, their station, their antenna system and write up a little information with facts and send them over to
our Editor, George, W6YD for entry in the
DXer.
Believe me, we want to see you, your
shack and antennas and learn more about
you. You are an important and vital part
of our club. Because l can no longer provide George with profiles, it makes his job
to fill the DXer a bit harder. Do your part
and don't be bashful? We need your input. We want to know more about you.
73 ........... Dick, W6KM
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Thoughts ...

By W6YD

Did a lot of listening to a lot of people
in Visalia last month. We're not talking about the usual programs and fo rums here, but rather people who are/
were interested in the fate of the
NCDXC. I've not arrived at any conclusions from that, but there were some
good ideas sprinkled in with the
"shoulda's, woulda's and coulda's".
Frankly speaking, I don't think there's
much wrong with our club.
The club was formed in 1946 and in
order to be considered for membership,
one needed to have either a DXCC certificate or proof (in the form of QSL
cards) of a minimum of 100 confirmed
QSO's. That, in itself, established "exclusivity" for its members. But, despite
that, the Club flourished and grew. It
was a badge of honor to be a member
ofNCDXC. It was also an honor to buy
wine for the members present at a club
meeting when one achieved either
Honor Roll status or 5 Band DXCC.
One could attend NCDXC meetings and
rub elbows with some of the biggest
names in DXing. Club meetings regu-

larly drew fifty to a hundred people and
attracted some really high profile speakers, many of whom the Club reimbursed
for their travel expenses. That used to put
a lot of butts in seats! Many members drove
for an hour or two to get to the meeting.
Now, few people want to drive for more
than half an hour to get to a meeting. See
what I mean? The Club hasn't changed.
But, people have.
Well, it's true that the meetings have
changed. It's also true that the membership
has changed. Many- in fact most, of our
"big time" DXers have become silent keys.
Others have simply moved away from the
immediate area. So schmoozing with the
big guys is no longer an attraction. Where
our members were once willing to travel
long distances, they have now formed more
locally focussed DX clubs. The Redwood
Empire DX Association, the River City DX
Club, Central California DX Association
and the Mother Lode DX Club are perfect
examples of DX clubs that have recently
sprung up. Many of their members are also
(See"Thoughts on Page 5)

Directions to the Meeting
Harry's Hof Brau is fairly easy to find. It's on El Camino Real, just
north of Woodside Road (Highway
84).
From Highway 101, take the
Woodside Road (Highway 84) West
exit to the El Camino North exit.
Follow that exit (a short distance)
toward El Camino to the stop sign
at Main Street. You will practically
be in Harry's parking lot! It will be
right across the street on your left.
From Highway 280, take the
Woodside Road East exit and follow it to the El Camino North exit.
Harry's will be on your right just past the underpass. There are parking lots on both sides of the building. So, if one lot is full, just try the
other one.
May 2004
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Thoughts ... (Continued from Page 4)

Editor's Choice

members ofNCDXC. They all satisfy
the needs of their members to belong to
DX oriented clubs , without the need to
drive the long distances necessary to
attend NCDXC meetings. In my opinion, this is a major factor that influences
meeting attendance.
In my opinion, another factor that influences meeting attendance is similar
to the "chicken and the egg" question.
Our question, however, is: how can we
attract better speakers so we can attract
better meeting attendance?? Speakers
like to speak to big audiences - or at
least, decent sized ones. And to attract
better speakers, we need to attract bigger audiences, ... ,etc. To break out of the
spiral, we need to somehow find a way
to bring in speakers that can attract bigger audiences~ even if we need to subsidize their expenses for travel and lodging . But, if we commit to such an undertaking, we need to plan ahead with
sufficient time to not only allow our
members to plan to attend, but to promote our programs to general interest
clubs.
Finally, we need to adopt a policy of
"inclusion" rather than "exclusion" ,
which is the way we are currently being viewed. That includes contesters and
"shack on a belt" hams.
DXing is a great and very intriguing
area of interest in our hobby. To out-

siders, however, it's still a bit of a mystery .
What does one get from DXing? What attracted you to it? For me, it was working the
Gambia barefoot on a vertical. Whatever it
was for you, newer hams need to be exposed
to DXing, in order for the DX bug to bite
them, too.
I once heard a metaphor about how some
people are much like the guy who's in the
car behind you, honking, while your car is
stalled. He does nothing to improve the situation and only serves to increase your stress
level, as you attempt to get things going
again. Such seems to be the case here: many
are willing to say something's broken, but
not many are willing to get involved in finding out what it is and how to get it fixed.
Over the next few months, we need to do
some real brainstorming to come up with
things we can do to turn the Club around. It
would be VERY gratifying to see a large
number of our members, not only participating in the process, but also, driving it. So
think about your DX Club and what contri bution you can make to its success.
I would also, encourage you to think about
participating in leadership of the Club - be
that as a club officer or in an appointed chair
or position. The Club needs you!
Hope to see you at the May meeting.

While we were in Visalia to attend the 2004 Convention, we met
with Norma Shaefers, Sales Director for the Visalia Holiday Inn and
signed the contract for hosting the
2005 Convention. We also pinned
down the dates for 2007. These are
things that needed to be done. We
also, made a commitment to the
Central Arizona DX Association for
the same level of help they gave the
Southern California DX Club.
So, now we ' re committed. And
it ' s time for everyone to get on
board the Convention bandwagon
and make this a convention to be
remembered. I know we can do it
we ALL get behind the effort. So,
come on!!! Pitch in and do your
part. The more people we have involved, the easier each job will be.
Oh, by the way; the dates for 2005
are April 15 - 17 and the dates for
2007 are April27 -29.
73 , de George, W6YD.

Visalia 2005

Now, in case it sounds like I'm gonna be
the chairman again, think again! I proved the
last time that I can' t do that and p.ublish the
DXer, too! It simply spreads me too thin.
Now, if we can get someone to be DXer
Editor, I might consider doing it. But that's
the onlv wav I ' ll do it. So, give it some
thought.
We already have some good things going
for next year. We have chairs for registration, treasurer, prizes, publicity and publications. And N6BT has agreed to be our
emcee. We're way ahead in our planning, but
we STILL need a Convention Chairperson.
73 , de George, W6YD.

In case you ' ve been asleep, heres
something to jolt you from the doldrums:
NEXT YEAR (2005) IS OUR TURN to
host the Visalia DX Convention!!
For all of you folks who have expressed an interest in taking part or helping out, I would like us to try having a
preliminary planning meeting on Saturday, July 17th, somewhere in the Bay
Area. I' m open to suggestions as to
where. It doesn't have to be in the Bay
Area, proper. We could hold it anywhere
that would be central to those involved.

May 2004

George, W 6YD

Kudos 'n Kredits
This month ' s issue of The DXer
was made possible by articles and
input from the following sources:

W6JD, Doug Westover
W6KM, Dick Letrich
K6MD, Jerry Griffin
W60AT, Rusty Epps
Thank you, one and all!
George, W6YD
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2004 International DX Convention

Winner of the HF "Dream Station"
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