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Bonnie Crystal, KQ6XA, RF engineer, entrepreneur, author,
adventurer and DXer, will share her unique expeditions to the jungles
of Peru. Her trip included both cave exploration and the visiting of
lost jungle cities. Communication both above ground and below using
LF, HF, and VHF radio played an important part in Bonnie’s
adventure. She will describe her experiences and explain the capability
of low power portable radio equipment to provide effective
communications in some very unique environments.
When Bonnie was not spelunking or trekking through the jungles, she
was able to engage in some Dxpeditioning from Peru. Her signal from
OA/KQ6XA was loud and clear in the Bay Area.
The picture above was taken at Am-Tech Day at the Stanford Linear
Accelerator on January 15, 2005. It shows Bonnie with her back-pack
radio. She has made countless contacts with this setup including DX.
Come join us to hear of the exciting experiences had by Bonnie with
this compact set-up!!!
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President’s Comments
Your NCDXC board is striving to make 2005 a great year
for all of the present members and any who may apply for
membership. We look forward to growth, achievement and
enjoyment for all.
Recent actions aimed at bringing fresh talents into the club
include elimination of (1) the associate member position
and (2) the 100 DX confirmed countries requirement. What
is important at present is that our new members have a
genuine interest in working DX as well as contributing time
and effort to the welfare of the club. We realize that these
actions may not appeal to all, but after many long and
serious meetings of consideration we believe that most
members will approve.
Since these changes are aimed at appealing to all hams who
enjoy DX we hope to continue our activities in the same
manner as we have for the past 50+ years dedicated to fun
and respect for all.
Therefore, as of now, ALL members (except honorary and
absentees) are VOTING members. Attend your club
meetings, join in on the Thursday night net at 8PM on
W6TI, and be actively involved in all our club happenings.
Start planning on joining one another for a fabulous time at
the annual convention in Visalia on April 15-17.
73 Dewey, KG6AM
P.S. By-Laws and Procedures are being changed to reflect
these changes.

Editor’s reflections……………………..
As many of you have known for some time, I have been very
concerned about the by-laws that governed membership
qualifications. Since I joined the club about one and a half
years ago I have felt like “less than” despite the fact that I
was operating as a very serious member in our club. So,
Amen, the problem is rectified and we no longer have to feel
like an exclusive group. We have become “inclusive” as
George, W6YD, our previous editor had suggested in the
DXer about 8 months ago. Hooray!!!!!!!
Carolyn WB6ABC
February, 2005

January 13 Meeting-Great Success!!
What a delight to have Ron Panton, W6VG, our great
leader and mentor at the meeting. Smitty, W6CS also
joined us. How wonderful it is to have wisdom continue
to be a part of our club. A great time was had by all, an
excellent speaker and plenty of schmoozing……

We had some very special members at our January meeting. In row 1 you see, Jack, W6ISQ, on the left side of Ron,
W6VG and on his right side, Risto, W6RK, who won a prize. It was a LED super bright keychain-type light. He
won our 1st DX quiz submitted by John, K6YP, and it was not easy! Congratulations, Risto! 2nd row, Smitty, W6CS.
In the 3rd row, you see Rob, N2RAG, with Sophie, his 3 month old daughter. He is one proud Dad and we are very
happy for him. The photo to the right of Rob shows the winners of our monthly raffle.
From left to right they are: Doug, KG6LWE, 2nd prize, G5RV JR antenna, Bob, KE6HKI,1st prize, iCOM IC-2100H
144Mhz FM Transeiver, Dave, KE6PFF, 3rd prize, Ultimate DX World Map, Art, K6WIF, 4th prize, Workman Dual
band Antenna 144/440 Mag Mount, Ron, W6VG, 5th prize, Coast Tek Torch LED Flashlight. The raffle has added
some great renewed enthusiasm to our members.

NEW MEMBER WELCOME !!!! Welcome back to Dick, N6RC, who was a
former member for 15+ years. We had two new member applications at our January meeting, Rich
Holoch, KY6R, our presenter and Alex, NS6Y. Both of them are great members of the ham radio
community and we are very happy that they wish to join our club.
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General Meeting Minutes
January 13, 2005
Meeting held at Harry’s Hofbrau, Redwood City began at
8:00.
Officers present were Dewey Churchill, KG6AM,
president, John Eisenberg, K6YP, vice-president, Stephen
Jones, N6SJ, treasurer, Mike Gavin W6WZ, secretary,
Chuck Patterson, K6RK, director, Ron Panton, W6VG,
director, Robert Smithwick, (Smitty), W6CS, Repeator
Control Operator, Carolyn Gavin, WB6ABC, DXer editor.
Dewey, KG6AM, announced that the the Santa Clara
County Emergency Services would be using the club
repeater on January 22 for approximately 2 hours for their
emergency drill. John, K6YP introduced our speaker Rich
Holoch, KY6R who presented a very informative power
point program on DXing using many different wire
antennas with limited power. It was thoroughly enjoyed by
all.
Applications for membership were made by our speaker,
Rich Holoch, KY6R and Alex Carter, NS6Y and will
become members next meeting.
Carolyn, WB6ABC, conducted the raffle which was
enjoyed by all.
Meeting adjourned at 10:00 P.M. Respectively submitted
by Mike Gavin, W6WZ, secretary

Peter 1 Island Update
By now we’ve all heard that the Peter 1 DXpedition
has been postponed.The vessel that was chartered
could not meet the original sailing date. The
renovations and modifications taking place on the ship
were not completed on schedule.
K4UEE and LA6VM just returned from a trip to
Chile to inspect the ship and meet with the CEO as
well as to inspect the teams equipment and supplies in
the container. Work is progressing and it is hoped that
it should be ready to sail on February 10. If all goes
well, they will arrive at the island about 6-7 days later.
They hope for good weather to enable safe helicopter
!! AJerry,
operation.
safe and K6MD
sufficient camp will be set up
and as they settle in will begin to make contacts. It is
planned that 9 stations with amplifiers and an array of
antennas will be set up.
Good luck to all members of the team as it is a very
highly unique location. Check with:
www.peterone.com for frequent updates. Also the
undertaking is very expensive so contributions would
be very welcome.
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Board Meeting Minutes
January 22, 2005
Meeting began at 10:15. Meeting was held at Ron Panton’s
house, W6VG. Officers present were Dewey Churchill,
president, KG6AM, John Eisenberg, vice-president, K6YP,
Stephen Jones, treasurer, N6SJ, Mike Gavin, secretary,
W6WZ, Chuck Patterson, director, K6RK, Ron Panton,
director/archive maintanence, W6VG, Carolyn Gavin, DXer
editor, WB6ABC.
Dewey, KG6AM gave a report on the upcoming emergency
services drill. This announcement led to a discussion about the
needed repeater upgrade/repairs. The estimated cost of the
repairs is $1250. It was decided that KG6AM will get a quote
from Smitty, W6CS who is working with Pete, W6OOL, on
getting a final quote which may exceed this amount.
It was reported by KG6AM that N6OO, Claude Lievesay’s
wife, Lily, had called him to ask if the club could help her
dispose of his tower, antenna and other radio equipment. This
promoted a long discussion about whether the club should be
involved in the liquidation of a “silent keys” equipment. John,
K6YP introduced a resolution that “the club shall not be
involved in the liquidation of equipment of estates or accept
equipment donations from families of deceased members.”
N6SJ seconded the motion and all board members voted in
favor of the motion.
Ron, W6VG introduced a motion that the requirement for full
membership to the club would no longer require the 100
DXCC confirmed countries. Also no sponsors are necessary
when a new person applies for membership. The only
requirement is that the applicant has a valid amateur radio
license, and a genuine interest in Dxing. The $5.00 initiation fee
was dropped and an upgraded fee schedule ($24.00 for one full
year, family, $39.00, July 1-June 30) Half this fee will be
charged from January 1 to June 30. This will appear on the
new application form. Applicants will pay the full fee
beginning July 1 to June 30 of the following year. The $13.00
fee for a badge remains the same. It was seconded by Mike,
W6WZ, and unanimously voted in by all present.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:25.
Respectively submitted by Mike, W6WZ

Good News
Jerry, K6MD/YI9MD is safe, out of harms way and if
our luck holds out will be in Visalia. He is so happy to be
back in Germany as DA1MD, with more than wire
antennas and getting on the air without a Kevlar/flak
vest listening to constant mortar attacks…. not to
mention running to the ER to treat combat casualties.
Welcome home, Jerry and thanks for the great news,
George, W6YD.

February, 2005

The 1st AmTech Day at Stanford Linear Accelerator on
January 15, 2005 was great success!! About 75 people showed up and
despite the coolish late afternoon and evening, a good time was had by all. At least 25-30 people
actually made contacts, all over the U.S. and several even worked some DX. A number of antennas
were raised and used to great advantage. The site is fantastic. The picnic area is huge, with
barbecues to cook your own food, etc. If you became cold you could make contacts inside, visit a
unique museum, store food in frig, use restrooms or go on a computer which is faster than 95% of
all others. We all look forward to meeting at this wonderful sight the 1st Saturday of each month.
Imagine how wonderful spring and summer will be. Below are some photos of folks having a
terrific day “hamming” together!

Bottom row, center, David Unger, W6DH set up his “buddipole” and was thrilled to contact Patagonia on 20 meters.

Inside, outside, it was one great event!
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NCDXC-Meeting
What: Bonnie Crystal, KQ6XA to Speak on Expedition Radio
She will describe her experiences and explain the capability of low power
portable radio equipment in some very unique environments.

When: Thursday, February 10, 2005-7:30 P.M.
6:00-7:30-Socializing and Dinner

7:30-Meeting

Where: Harry’s Hofbrau-Redwood City

What else?: Another great raffle!! And look what
you can win this month!
1st Prize: Yaesu/Vertex 2m 5w HT

Mike,W6WZ says this is one tough

little radio, has had it for 2 yrs., uses daily!

2nd Prize: ALPHA-DELT 2 Position Co-ax Switch/Surge
Protector with lightening Arc Plug
3rd Prize-Van Gorden All-Bander Dipole

The 70 ft. shorty is a perfect

match for your antenna tuner.

4th Prize-Antenna Rope-100 feet Double Braided Polyester
5th Prize-Coast Tek Torch LED Flashlight

Clip or Keychain style

Two Door Prizes!

All meeting attendees receive a free raffle ticket at the
door for the following 2 prizes:

1. Garrity White LED Super Bright Micro Light
2. LED Keychain Mini-light
We look forward to seeing you for another fun-packed ham
radio experience!!!
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NCDXC DX QUIZ-Jan. 13, 2005
The quiz was composed by our learned vice-president John, K6YP as our 1st test of our
DX knowledge. Thank you, John. We may do another quiz in a few months.
Following is a copy of the 1st NCDXC DX quiz. Try your luck. Answers are below.
I made the answers as small as possible so don’t peek.
1. Name the 3 DXCC entities named for religious holidays.
_________________________,_____________________________,_______________________
2. What is the most recently added DXCC entity? What is the most recently deleted NCDXC
entity?
__________________________________
____________________________________
3. Clipperton Island is administered by the government of _________________________________.
4. What is the prefix of the country where the USS Cole disaster occurred?_____________________
5. What is the beam heading from the Bay Area to VU4 on the long path (+/- 10 degrees?____________
6. For DXCC what country does 4U1WB count as?_____________________________________________
7.What is the call prefix of: The world’s smallest country? The smallest U.S. owned entity? The
smallest DXC entity?_____________________,__________________________,______________________
8. Mount Athos SV/A is the rarest country in Europe. What is the second rarest?___________________
9. What is the name of the ugly duckling that grew up to be a deleted DXCC
entity?______________________
10. Which of the following are the same? Antipodes, Terminator, Governor of Nevada, Grey Line,
Universal Co-ordinated Time, Azimuthal Equidistant Projection _____________,_______________
Bonus: What two entities with VK prefixes have not been active this millennium?
___________________________________,__________________________________
There are 18 possible points. The highest score by the winner, Ristro, K6RK at the January 13th
meeting was 8 points!!

Quiz Answers
1. Ascension, ZD8 Christmas, VK9X,T32 Easter, CE0
2. Ducie Island, VP6D, Southern Sudan, ST0
3. France
4. Yemen, 70
5. 140 degrees
6. World Bank-Washington D.C.=USA
7. Nauru, C2, Kingman Reef, KH5K,
Scarborough Reef, BS7
8. Sovereign Military Order of Malta-1A0
9. Swan Island, KS4
10. Terminator, Grey Line
11. Willis Island, VK9W, Heard Island, VK0/H
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For Sale
TEN-TEC Omni V1 Model 563 HF Transeiver
With TEN-TEC Titan 425 Linear Amplifier
Complete manuals
Low operating time on linear
Pair Eimac 3CX800A7 Triodes in grounded grid
configuration.
1500 watts output with 50 watts drive
$2500
Further info. available on E-mail: slacret@aol.com
Or call Steve,W6MKM at 650-341-0757
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Start Planning Now for the 56th Annual ………….

International DX Convention

The Convention is Hosted this year by our club NCDXC!
(Central Arizona DX Association will help us make it a success)

Where:

Visalia Holiday Inn Hotel
9000 W. Airport Drive
Visalia, CA 93277

When:

April 15-17, 2005
Pre-registration-(Postmarked on or before 3-15-05)…$65
On site Registration-(Postmarked after 3-15-05)……..$70
Convention Chairman:
George Allan,W6YD
719 Ruddy CT.
Los Banos, CA 93635
Tel. 209-827-6858
e-mail:W6YD@aol.com

Registration Chairman
Dick Letrich, W6KM
3686 Kirk Rd.
San Jose, CA 95124
Tel. 408-267-2624
e-mail: dlw6km@aol.com

Don’t miss this fun-packed weekend!!
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Thank you for your generosity, HRO!!!
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