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Our Speaker for the February 16th meeting
will be Garry Shapiro, NI6T! He will
discuss Dxpedition planning, sighting the
2005 K7C experience of which he was coleader.
Garry has a long history as a ham radio operator
which includes many major Dxpeditions. Each of
these has been no ordinary experience for him or us,
the Deserveds, waiting for one more special contact.
He will share some of his unique occurrences with
plans, staffings and actual executions. He will also
share why specific entitities are chosen. Of course,
rarity, propagation and many other factors come into
play with the final decisions and plans. We will hear
about how permissions are obtained, how a specific
team is put together, and how equipment and
antennas as well as provisions are acquired.
Naturally, financing becomes a key issue. We will
hear specifics from most or all of his amazing history
over the last 10-20 years. Wow! We’re in for a treat!!
I’m sure that by now all of you realize that our
rd
meeting is the 3 Thursday for at least the
next few months. Our meeting place was
spoken for, right under our nose for the
previous time of second Thursday of the month.
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Our next meeting
will be February
16, 2006
at Harry’s
Hofbrau at 7:30
Schmooze/Eat 6:007:30

Hope to see you
there!

Deadline
For
March DXer is
February 26.
Please share!

See you in February!
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President’s Comments
Fellow Hams, This month I cover a subject which has been
on my mind for some time. When I joined NCDXC a little
over 20 years ago my first purchase was a 2 meter rig so I
could listen to W6TI. Yes, I could talk, too, but the
emphasis was on listening to the more experienced club
members. It seemed that many members (probably 30-40)
were listening a lot of the time. Thursday night nets were
well attended. At that time there were no automated inputs,
so everything was personal and the voices required no
identification. Many of those familiar voices are no longer
with us, but the new ones fill in. If you listen to the
Thursday night net you realize that only a handful of
members participate, and most of the other times the
repeater is silent. I do not advocate meaningless prattle, but
there’s nothing wrong with friendly greetings nor
discussions of DX and other ham matters. It’s your repeater
members and I sure would like to hear you on it.
73 Dewey KG6AM

Editor’s reflections…………………
Dear Friends, It’s February, already. It’s staying light to
almost 6:00 P.M. Wow! I never cease to be enchanted by the
miracle of the earth changes. In 4 months it will still be light
at 9:00 P.M. I truly love the long days especially since I am a
serious gardener.
Now to the big news for me and Mike, W6WZ. We are
leaving for Hawaii on February 2 and will return on the 14th.
We have been to Maui many times but always experience its
special magic. Both Mike and I love the ocean so being
almost on the beach (warm water) for 12 whole days is super
delight. Mike will be looking up an old ham radio friend on
Maui and may even do some operating, possibly working the
3Y0 from Hawaii! Wow! I need the 3Y0 and certainly hope
to work them when I return to CA.
Mike is still glowing from winning a YAESU FT-840 HF
transceiver which he sold, but immediately purchased
himself an ICOM IC-706MKIIG which he has thought about
since purchasing it for the grand prize for the raffle at the
NCDXC Holiday Luncheon. (Won by K6WX). Happy Dxing!
Sincerely yours, Carolyn Gavin, WB6ABC
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Welcome New Members:
1. Jim Tyranski, KG6UDW, who has visited us several times decided to become
a member of the NCDXC. Welcome, Jim.
2. Vic Black, AB6SO, who has been a ham since 1954. He is very active in
PAARA, FARS and is a reliable participant in AMTech Day. He’s been very
successful in recruiting newly liscensed hams to PAARA club membership
by gleaning the FCC lists of new hams by singling out the locals and sending
them a recruitment postcard. One of Vic’s many interests is in IOTA. We are
happy to welcome Vic to our club!!!
Our January meeting went quite well despite all odds against it. At the very moment
of arrival we were informed that we could no longer meet in the private room but
would now meet right smack amidst all the other customers and it was noisy. Being
the trooper that Chuck Patterson, K6RK is, he was able to deliver an excellent
presentation on 160 meter antennas for a moderate sized lot. He actually has over 160
countries on 160 and is about 4th in line in that category. He shared the many ways of
configuring
a 160 meter antenna. He also had a terrific handout which
included
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radiation patterns for different antenna configurations and 4 diagrams describing four
different antenna possibilities for 160m. His handout also included a great list of
books as well as two websites Topband Reflector and Solar Oval. We thank you for a
terrific job, Chuck, against all odds.

Above 1st pic. John Eisenburg, K6YP, our NCDXC vp, 2nd pic. Chuck Patterson, K6RK, our
speaker for the January meeting. 3rd pic., January raffle winners from left to right. Craig,
AE6RR, neat clock, Visitor, Digital meter, Clark, KE6KXO, compass, Chuck, K6RK, repeater
directory, Les, WB6ORZ, Risto, W6RK, Heil headset-, Steve, KV60, Dual thermometer.

Page 3

February, 2006

NCDXC-Meeting
When: Thursday, February 16th, 2006-7:30
Socializing/Dinner from 6:00-7:30

Where: Harry”s Hofbrau-Redwood City
What: Garry Shapiro, NI6T, will present a great talk on
many facets of Dxexpeditions for the last 10-20 years.
What Else? Monthly raffle-Fun opportunity for all present!
1st Prize-Yaesu VX-170 2m VHF-FM Transceiver with the EDC-5B cigarette light cord with noise filter for your car.

2nd prize-The SPS-1206 DC Power Source 5.5 Amp
switching power supply. 120 volt AC in/ 13.2 volt out.

3rd prize-Workman Magmount Antenna for 2m/440.
4th Prize-Radio Shack Multipurpose Laser Level-Ideal for
do-it-yourself projects!!

5th Prize-O.5 LED Headlight- Batteries included Neat light
for handsfree jobs!

4 Door Prizes-All meeting attendees will receive a free door
prize ticket for the following 4 door prizes:
1. LED Keyring Flashlight
2. Mini Digital Multimeter
3. ARRL Repeater Directory, 2004-5
4. Yaesu Cap
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NCDXC Board Meeting Minutes-January 28th, 2006-Meeting began at 10:00 A.M.
at Ron Panton’s, W6VG’s house. Present were John Eisenberg, K6YP, Vp., Steve
Jones, N6SJ, Treas., Mike Gavin, W6WZ, Sec., Chuck Patterson, K6RK, Director,
Doug Westover, W6JD, Director, Carolyn Gavin, WB6ABC, editor. Steve Jones
made a treasurer’s report and the club is in fine financial standings. The board
voted to change the term limits of officers from 2 to 5 years. The board nominated
the two needed new officers, John Eisenberg as Pres. and Risto Kotalampi, W6RK
as Vp. to be voted on at the June meeting. The other officers agreed to continue
with their present positions. A long discussion was held about possibly changing
the location of the club meetings and we are considering the Harry’s Hofbrau on
Saratoga Ave., just off 280 in Northern San Jose. John and Steve shared
information about the meeting in Morgan Hill with George, W6YD, concerning
the 2007 DX convention in Visalia which will be hosted by the NCDXC. The board
decided that the May Meeting will be an auction of ham radio surplus equipment
that members may wish to sell. More details to follow. Meeting adjourned 12:00
P.M. Respectively submitted by Mike Gavin, W6WZ

HAMS HELPING HABITAT!!!-Farallon Island IOTA NA178-There will be an expedition to activate a rare opportunity to visit the Farallon
Islands. Previously it has not been allowed in order to protect the wildlife present on the
islands. Two operators will be going K6VVA, Eric (“Rick”) Hilding and K9AJ, Mike
McGirr. They were able to get permission by offering to transport materials and
equipment via helicopter from the mainland for an important habitat restoration project
on (SEFI) Southeast Farallon Island. They will also will be assisting with maintenance
of their solar power generation. Hence the two above mentioned hams will be allowed
to operate as propagation conditions permit while waiting for the completion of battery
testing and PV maintenance. They may contact United States, Canada and Japan using
small footprint portable radio equipment and antennae in a confined area predetermined by the Refuge Manager. The expected QRV dates will be February 14-16,
2006 (hoping for co-operative weather and good propagation). Rusty Epps, W6OAT
will be the Pilot Operator using 440 frequencies to be in contact with the island. Go to
http://www.k6vva.com/iota/na178 for further details!!!

NCDXC Club Member of the Year 2005-6!! – Please call in your suggestion
to a board member or be ready to share your choice at the February meeting. The
nominated committee will vote on the chosen member to be announced at Visalia.

Amtech Day for the month of February will be on February 4th at the Stanford
Linear Accelerator from 8:00 A.M.-9:00 P.M. It will be great fun as usual with a special
event call, N6T, for operating.
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Thanks for your generosity, HRO.
Page 6.

February, 2005

