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Open Contributions to the
DXer are due by the first Saturday of every month. Have an
idea or something to share?
Just send it to Phil, K6PTS
phil@k6pts.com Thanks!

At the junction of the Pacific and Indo-Australian plates, the
Kermadec group of islands is one of the most geologically
active regions of the world with both exposed and undersea
volcanos scattered all along its deep ocean trench. Raoul is
the group’s largest island, and New Zealand’s most Northerly
territorial point separated by over 1100km from the mainland.
The island is essentially one large subduction-zone volcano
with its most recent eruption taking place on March 17, 2006.
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Northern California DX
Club Officers:

President’s Message

President: John Eisenberg, K6YP
Vice Pres: Risto Kotalampi, W6RK
Secretary: Craig Bradley, AE6RR
Treasurer: Steve Jones, N6SJ
Director: Curt Kolovson, W6RQ
Director: Jim Abraham, W6EB
Director: Dewey Churchill, KG6AM

I hope that you had a wonderful Holiday season and that
2008 will be a healthy and productive New Year for you
and your family.

Hello Everyone,

DXer Editor: Phil Steffora, K6PTS
phil@k6pts.com
Web Page:

Risto Kotalampi, W6RK
http://www.ncdxc.org

DX Ladder: John Kelly, KG6XF
9-Band Award: John Brand, K6WC
Contests: Dick Courtway, N7RC
California Award: Robert Bickel, K6FX
Records Manager: Open
Publications Mgr: Open
Club Repeater: W6TI/R
Frequency/offset: 147.360 Mhz +, pl 110.9
Trustee: Bob Vallio, W6RGG
Control Operator: Jim Abraham, W6EB
Maintenance: Peter Grabosky, W6OOL
Club simplex: 147.54 MHz (suggested)
Thurs. Net OTR: 8 pm local time.
Net Manager: Kristen McIntyre, K6WX
DX News: Net Control Operator
Swap Shop: Jim Abraham, W6EB
W6TI DX Bulletins:
W6TI Station Trustee Bob Vallio, W6RGG,
transmits DX information at 0200 UT every
Monday (Sunday evening local time) on
both 7.016 and 14.002 MHz.
Club address:
		
		
		

NCDXC
Box 608
Menlo Park, CA
94026-0608

The DXer is published monthly by the
Northern California DX Club and sent to all
club members via the web. Unless otherwise noted, NCDXC permits re-use of any
article in this publication provided the DXer,
article’s author and editor are credited.

© 2008 NCDXC All Rights Reserved

December started on a very sad note with the passing
of Ron Panton W6VG. Ron was a life member of NCDXC
and truly cared deeply about the welfare of our club. He
was the club historian and shepherd of the club’s bylaws and procedures. It was Ron who figured out how
to modify the procedures to allow new members with
less than 100 confirmed countries to become a full voting member of NCDXC. Everyone said it would take a
change to our bylaws requiring a lengthy and complex
filing with the state. Ron investigated the issue and
found a simple change to our procedures that allowed
us to begin to grow the club by snaring new DXers not
yet at the DXCC level. Ron was always coming up with
insightful ways improve the club. “Get some of us old
codgers off the Board and bring in some fresh blood,”
he said during one of his more passionate moments at a
Board meeting. We did bring in new blood, and the club
grew. Ron, then 91, continued to vigorously chastise us
when he felt we could do better and offer suggestions
about everything from maintaining our W6TI repeater
to recruiting new DXers. It was an honor to present the
NCDXC Club Member of the Year to Ron in 2005 in Visalia. He was one of those few special people that you
meet in life. I valued and learned from each minute I was
fortunate enough to share with Ron. I know that I, and all
of his many friends, will sorely miss him.
This year’s Holiday Luncheon was a memorable event.
Mike W6WZ and Carolyn Gavin WB6ABC again organized the luncheon, agonized over the raffle prizes and
persuaded Eric Swartz WA6HHQ to speak at the event.
Eric, who is cofounder and CEO of Elecraft, gave a
fabulous talk on how Elecraft was started and how it
grew without requiring venture capital. He described the
unique Elecraft business model that permits most of its
technical staff work from their homes.
(President’s Message Continues Page 3)
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(President’s Message Continued)

Eric’s talk was an inspiration to all who
dream about starting a successful company
in the difficult amateur radio market. Equally
inspiring was the raffle following Eric’s talk.
The grand prize, a Yaesu FT857D HF-VHFUHF all mode transceiver, was won by active
DXer and NCDXC member Jim Rice K6AK.
It was particularly fitting that Jim won as he
has run the Palo Alto Amateur Radio Association raffle each month for several years. As
PAARA raffle master, Jim always felt that he
should not participate in his own drawings.
Ours was one of the very first raffles in which
he has had a chance to participate. Congratulations Jim! All in all it was a great event. The
food was wonderful, the weather cold and
clear, the venue was festive and the company
was outstanding. What more can one ask?
Thanks Mike and Carolyn for putting it together.

CLUB CALENDAR
January 17th		
February 21st		
March 20th		
April 17th		
April 25-27th		

Regular Club Meeting
Regular Club Meeting
Regular Club Meeting
Regular Club Meeting
Visalia DX Convention

OUTGOING QSL SERVICE
The NCDXC is helping members submit their outgoing
bureau QSL cards. Simply bring your cards to a meeting. There is no charge for postage or submission to
the bureau. All expenses are covered by the club.
Please be sure to bring your cards and a piece of paper with your name, address, callsign and your ARRL
member number. We will take care of the rest.
Thanks to Dave Gomberg, NE5EE for managing this
for the club.

December also offered several DX surprises. Martti Laine OH2BH activated FJ/OH2AM on
Saint Barthelemy in the Caribbean, a brand new DXCC entity! Martti and Olli OH0XX operated
over Christmas and gave many deserving DXers a new one. Several other rare countries were
active in December including E4 (Palestine), ET (Ethiopia), TN (Congo), T8 (Palau) and XF4
(Revilla Gigeddo). 3Y0E (Bouvet Island) is currently active and will be on the air into March.
The operator is newly licensed and has no experience in DX pileups. He is running 100W to
a vertical in weather conditions worse than Peter I. If you hear Petrus, please be patient and
follow his instructions. One bit of bad news was that the ARRL DXCC desk disallowed A52AM
for DXCC credit. Bhutan has a 100W power limit and the BICMA (Bhutan’s FCC) walked into
A52AM and asked “What does the big box labeled linear amplifier do?” Many people worked
this one and it is a shame that it will not count. I know a number of people that badly need E4.
Did anyone hear or work E4/OM2DX?
Well that’s it for this month. I will look forward to seeing you at our January 17th meeting. All
the best and Happy New Year and DX!
John, K6YP

Reminder - 2008 Visalia Convention Tickets Are Available
For details see http://www.dxconvention.org
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Secretary’s Message
It was good to see some of you at the Holiday Luncheon! I enjoyed it very much. I believe that a good
time was had by all. I also enjoyed Eric Swartz’s talk on the history of Elecraft. It is quite a story.
There were no new members in December.
If you have ordered a badge and not received it, please bear with us. As the membership applications
come in to the PO Box, the checks go to the Treasurer and I get the applications, we have had difficulties getting the badges ordered and tracking the orders. We have also had a change in who orders the
badges and we have a new badge vendor. I conferred with the other board members at the lunch and
we have a plan to get badge order status incorporated into the member’s data base. This will allow us
to track who has requested and paid for a badge, when the order is placed with the vendor and when the
member receives the badge. I will make this a top priority in January. If you are waiting for a badge, feel
free to contact me directly at ae6rr@arrl.net.
The major secretary’s duties in January will be to get the new roster mailed. I hope to have this accomplished by mid month.
73 and Happy New Year for now,
Craig, AE6RR

DX ANNOUNCEMENTS
It’s the bottom of the sunspot cycle and there isn’t any DX to be had. True it is tough to reach places
like the Middle East from W6 and W7 but there are frequent opening to Asia, the Pacific, Africa, Europe,
South America and even Antarctica.
Take a look at some of the DX that is on the air now or will be operating in January or February.
Call

Entity

Start

End

Comments

TR8CR
3D2AG/P
3Y0E
J20MB		
F0/M
FJ/F6EXV
8Q7AK
VP8DIF
TI9K
VP6DX

Gabon		
Rotuma
Bouvet
Djbouti
Marquessas
ST. Barts
Maldives
S. Georgia
Cocos Is.
Ducie Is.

12/7
12/15
12/16
1/1
1/9
1/6
1/21
1/27
2/6
2/11

1/12
1/31
3/16
3/31
1/22
1/20
2/2
2/28
2/15
2/22

QSL F6AJA
80-10 CW, SSB
40, 20, 15, 10
All Bands F4FMI
160-10 Finnish Team
160-10 CW, SSB
SSB by G7COD
QSL DJ9ZB
160-6 EA2CRX
160-6, 7 Stations

		
		
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
		

There are also many African countries on the air.
Check your favorite “DX tout sheet” for details.
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NCDXC
January Meeting
Thursday, January 17th
6pm – 7:30pm Dinner/Social
7:30pm Club Meeting
Featured Video Presentation

ZL8R - Angry Giant Of The Pacific,
Raoul Island, Kermadec

Location:
Holder’s Country Inn
998 South De Anza Blvd.,
San Jose, CA 95129 - (408) 244 2798
CHECK OUT THIS MONTH’S GREAT RAFFLE PRIZES!!!
			
			
			
			
			

1st - Heil Proset Headset with HC4 DX Dream Machine Element
2nd - Grundig AM-FM/Shortwave Radio
3rd - 2M/70 CM Dual Band High Gain Antenna for your HT
4th - Pit Bull 9 inch Pro Crimping Tool and Stripper
5th - Super bright 3 LED Crank Flashlight
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2007 NCDXC Holiday Party Photos
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2007 NCDXC Holiday Party Photos
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