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Craig Bradley, AE6RR 

ÅPreviously WV6SVW and WA6SVW 

ï1961 to 1967 

ÅRelicensed in 2004 as AE6RR 

ïStarted with 0 countries worked 

ïCurrent total 207 worked / 199 confirmed 

ÅPast President of the NCDXC 
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Audience 

ÅHow many are new hams (1 year or less)? 

ÅHow many are new to HF (new General)? 

ÅHow many have worked some DX? 

ÅHow many have 100 countries worked? 

ÅHow many have DXCC? 
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Elements of DXing 
ÅWhy we DX and what is ñDXò 

ÅHow to find the DX 

ÅHow to work them 

ÅLogging 

ÅDX Contests 

ÅQSLing 

ÅAwards 

ÅPropagation 

ÅModes other than SSB 

ÅReference Material 



Why we DX and what is 

ñDXò? 

And other definitions 
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Why do we DX? 

ÅThere are several reason why Hams like 

to work DX 

ÅThe excitement or thrill of talking to 

someone in a distant land 

ÅThe challenge of making the contact 

ÅCompletion with other Hams 

ÅAwards 
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What is DX? 

ÅñDXò is a shorthand abbreviation for ñLong 

Distanceò 

ÅMost US Hams consider DX as a station 

outside of the continental US, North 

America or a separate DXCC entity 

ÅSome will say that DX is a country that is 

ñharder to workò 

ïi.e. Japan and Canada are easy (at least for 

West Coast) 
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DXCC 

ÅARRL DX Century Club (DXCC) 

ïAmateur Radioôs premier award 

ïBasic award for working at least 100 entities 

ïDXCC Top of the Honor Roll (worked them 

all) 

ïMore on this award later 
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What is an Entity? 

ÅMany people talk about working ñcountriesò 

ÅEntities are ñdiscrete geographical or 

politicalò areas 

ÅThe 48 contiguous US states are one entity 

ÅHawaii and Alaska are separate entities 

ÅThere are currently 341 separate entities 

ÅThe newest one is South Sudan 

ÅCheck the ARRL web site for a complete list 
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Types of DX 

ÅAmateur Radio operators living in foreign 

countries 

ÅTravelers visiting in foreign countries 

ïVacationers and on work assignments 

ÅExpeditions (DXpeditions) 

ïGroups of hams on organized trips to activate 

a ñrareò country 

ïUsually on the air 24/7 with multiple stations 
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How to Find the DX 
Listening 

Packet Clusters 

News letters 

Repeater 
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Listening ï Whereôs the DX? 

ÅDX Windows - SSB 

ï80m ï 3790-3800 (Extra) 

ï40m ï 7075-7100 (Requires split operation to 
US band) 

ï20m ï 14190-14200 (Extra) 

ï15m ï 21295 +/- (General) 

ï10m ï 28495 +/- (Tech) 
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Listening ï Whereôs the DX? 

Å20m is quite often the best DX band 
ïA lot of DX will be down in the Extra band but some will listen up 

ïYou will find some EU, South Pacific and JA stations up in the 
General band 

ï20m can be tough with a small station ï most DXers will have 
high power and a beam 

ÅCheck the highest (frequency) band that is open first 
ïThe higher bands are quieter and larger 

ïMost experienced hams will move up as the bands open up 

ÅTune around and listen, you might be surprised and be 
the first to find DX calling CQ 

ÅListen for spots on the NCDXC repeater (146.36) 
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Listening ï Whereôs the DX? 

(cont.) 
ÅDXpeditions 
ïAnnounced well in advance 

ïUsually announce their preferred frequencies on their web site 

ïUsually transmit in the Extra band 

ïWill sometimes listen up in the General band 

ïWill almost always be spotted 

 

ÅYou can work a lot of DX in the General bands 

ÅBut you might want to consider working on that Extraé 
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Packet Clusters 
ÅPacket Clusters are a mechanism to disseminate DX 

spots using digital packet protocols 

ÅHistory 

ïPacket Clusters originated as 2m packet stations 

ïMost are now in the Internet 

ÅWhat is a spot? 

ïA spot will contain the DX stationôs Call, Frequency, the spotterôs 

call, the time and any comments that the spotter puts in such as 

the split frequency (QSX) 

ÅPros & Cons 

ïOnce a station is spotted, a pileup usually starts 

ïRule: if they have not been spotted, workôem first, then spotôem 
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Packet Clusters 

ÅWere to get the spots 
ïDX Summit ï HTML web page http://www.dxsummit.fi  

ïTelnet ï W4UAT.no-ip.com, N7OD.pentux.net, many 
others 

ÅMany logging programs have a Telnet window 
for a packet cluster 
ïDX stations that you need can be ñflaggedò 

ïYou can click on a spot to tune your ratio, point your 
beam (if you have one) and start the QSO log entry 

ÅSmart phone aps 
ïNKCCluster (for Android) 

http://www.dxsummit.fi/
http://www.dxsummit.fi/
http://www.dxsummit.fi/
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News Letters 
ÅA good source of information 
ïAnnounced operations 

ïWho was heard where and when 

ïQSL info 

ïStatus of major DXpeditions 

ÅSome email newsletters 
ïARRL DX News ï free to ARRL members 
ÅSignup on the ARRL web site 

ïThe Daily DX -http://www.dailydx.com/ 
ÅFree 2 week trial ï subscription $28/6mo, $49/year 

ÅGreat daily source of very current information 

ÅSpecial announcements are sent out when news breaks 

ÅQSL info, QSLs received etc. 

http://www.dailydx.com/


Pacificon 2011 Page 18 of 52 AE6RR - Introduction to DXing 

How to Work Them 

Get Them In the Log 
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The Exchange 

ÅListen to a few QSOs first ï find out what info 
the DX wants 

ÅThe basic exchange is call and signal report 
(usually 59) 
ïIt is not necessary to give the DXôs call 

ïBe sure that he/she has your call correct 

ïIf you heard your call correctly 
ÅñYou are 59 QSL?ò 

ïIf he did not get your call correct, do not give a signal 
report until he gets it right 
ÅñAlpha Echo Six Radio Radio QSL?ò 
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The Exchange (cont.) 

ÅIf the DX is having problems with a couple of letters in 

your call try some different phonetics 

ïIf he has problems with my prefix, I will switch from Alpha Echo 

to America England Six 

ÅOnce the DX gets your call correct, do not give it again, 

just give him your report 

ÅSome individual DX stations like to get your name in the 

log and maybe your state ï only give it if asked or if he 

gives his info 

ÅIf there is a pileup, donôt go into a long exchange (QTH, 

equipment, weather) unless he starts it or has been 

having ñmini ragchewsò 

 


