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Club was founded October 
10, 1946 (a Thursday night) 
at a meeting at the Coit 
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Our Eleven Charter Members in 1947

Jack, W6BUY - Elvin, W6TT - Reg, W6ITH - Mario, W6DUB - Chas, W6EJA - Dan, W6PB 
Bud, W6AED - Phil, W6IKQ - Bud, W6QLH - Ray, W6UPV - Horace, W6TI 



Associated Radio Amateurs & 
A. Austin, 6BFK 

Dan O’Brien, 
6VK – W6PB

Mario Chirone,
W6DUB

Elvin Feige,
W6CAZ

Horace Greer,
6TI

In the 1920s and 
30s, at least four of 
the NCDXC Charter 
Members were 
“homies” from this 
neighborhood 
bordering Berkley 
and Oakland.



Elvin Feige, then W6CAZ and W6ARF, lived 10 miles away from Dan 
O’Brien, 6VK, later W6PB.



Daniel L. O’Brien- W6PB

• First President of the NCDXC
• Secretary/Treasurer 1948
• DXer Editor/Illustrator 1948 – 1950
• Was a practical joker on the air

DX Bug



Oct 1986 DXer, Pg. 8:
“I was the second editor of the good ole DXer. I took over from Dan O'Brien, W6PB, a great 
guy and long since deceased.” - Bill Hurd, W6CTL (Joined NCDXC Oct. 1947)



Here 20-21 years old, Daniel L. O’Brien Jr.,  W6PB, was 6VK



From the Video Archives of the Santa Clara County 
Amateur Radio Association – c. 1925-1926



D. Reginald Tibbetts - W6ITH 
1911-1996

• 1934 graduate of UC Berkeley
• Designed the 5M HTs used during the 

construction of the Bay Bridge
• 30 years as Chief Engineer for UPI & supervised installation 

of international shortwave broadcast stations



Reg Tibbetts - W6ITH

• Designed and 
installed the 
telephone system 
on the bridge

• Designed the 5M 
HTs used during 
the construction 
of the Bay Bridge



Reg Tibbetts - W6ITH

W6ITH – in his shack in 1942 … And now for the rest of his story  …



Reg Tibbetts - W6ITH

• Appointed Moraga, CA Postmaster 
during WW2

• As cover for mailing sealed, classified 
materials as part of the Manhattan 
Project

• Worked closely with Stanley Lawrence & 
other scientists at Berkeley

• Designed key electronic components of 
the ‘gadget’

• Many assembled at his home in Moraga
• Ran ‘intercepts’ from the South Pacific 

and passed info to the Pentagon
• With friends was listening to Japanese 

radio transmissions when the Hiroshima 
device’s EMP interrupted the transmitters

• All this information 
and more is out there

• Google “D. Reginald 
Tibbets” and you will 
be amazed at Reg’s 
accomplishments.



Sint Maartin

Saint Martin

Reg Tibbetts, W6ITH, liked to be the DX!
NCDXC’s first DXpeditioner??



Felix (Phil) C. Caldera - W6IKQ
20 December 1907 - 25 March 1996

• Served as NCDXC President in 1947
• UC Berkeley, Class of 1931
• Reported 85 worked in Radio Magazine, April 1941



Phil Caldera, W6IKQ, in San Marino in July 1949

QST October 1949



Phil Caldera, W6IKQ

Phil was awarded the President’s Plaque by the
“Sons In Retirement ARC”

Phil was a Past 
President of  SIRARC!



Phil Caldera, W6IKQ

Phil joined the Quarter 
Century Wireless 

Association in April 1977.



“There are twelve charter 
members.”

The first national exposure 
of the Northern California 

DX Club!



Don Wallace, W6AM
“On his frequent trips to Northern California, W6AM met with 
them (the NCDXC Founders), and because he lived outside of the 
territorial limits of the Northern California DX Club, he became 
the first associate member. He attended either the first or 
second meeting of the club, and many subsequent meetings.”



From the September 1933 San Jose convention ... the back says Don Wallace, 
W6AM , and the Long Beach Squirrels - W6RO, W6DEP, W6EWK



DXer September 1948

Don Wallace, c. 1918



DXer October 1948



Our Twelve Charter Members in 1947

Jack, W6BUY - Elvin, W6TT - Reg, W6ITH - Mario, W6DUB - Chas, W6EJA - Dan, 
W6PB Bud, W6AED - Phil, W6IKQ - Bud, W6QLH - Ray, W6UPV - Horace, W6TI 

Don, W6AM
1980



Chauncey Eugene ‘Bud’ Downey - W6QLH
1908 - 1984

• Re-licensed in 1938 – Radio & Television, Dec 1938
• Operated mobile for a while with National NC-173
• Announced as SK to NCDXC at March 1984 meeting



‘Bud’ Downey - W6QLH

A “New HAM 
License” in DEC 

1938.



‘Bud’ Downey – W8BQJ

W8BQJ - Chauncey Eugene Downey –
1927 – Age about 19



‘Bud’ Downey - W6QLH

• Census records show Bud and his wife Nyoma lived in 
Alameda in 1940, and later in Oakland

• The 1940 Census states that Bud was born in Illinois
• Nyoma Downey was licensed as W6WBK from 1947 

through at least 1950
• Nyoma Downey was a competitive bowler and 

competed in national tournaments
• Nyoma and Bud slipped away quietly and there are 

no records found of their deaths or burials



John R. 'Ray' Brennan - W6UPV

• 73 Phone, 23 Zones in 1948
• All on 10M Phone
• Moved to Palo Alto in June 1949



Ray Brennan - W6UPV

In the June 1946 QST …



Ray, W6UPV, built his roof tower and beam with 
lumber!

A ladder? 709 Chimalas Drive, Palo Alto, CA

Is that a 
person 
atop the 
tower?
Is it Ray?



Is this Ray? 



Horace R. Greer - W6TI
• Originally 6TI in 1920
• NCDXC President - 1948
• Secretary/Treasurer - 1949
• Director – 1950
• Callsign now W6TI repeater







“You’ve come a long way, baby!”



W6TI – Black Mountain - 2020

Photo: W6OOL
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W6TI – Black Mountain - 2020

W6TI - in the hunt 
for DX for over 100 

years!!

Photo: W6OOL

Join the NCDXC Gang most 
mornings on W6TI for DX spots 

and conversation!



W6TI – Black Mountain - 2020

Photo: W6OOL

Thank you, Pete Grabosky, 
W6OOL, for all you do to 
keep our W6TI repeater 
coordinated and operating 
so well!!

- NCDXC Members



Charles Henry - W6EJA

• President of the NCDXC - 1955
• Secretary/Treasurer – 1956-57
• DXer Editor - 1950 – 1953



Charles Henry - W6EJA

Charles’ QSL card for his 1st European QSO – 7 JAN 1938



Charles Henry - W6EJA

First entry found for Charles as W6EJA



Charles Henry - W6EJA



Charles Henry - W6EJA
Oakland Tribune from Oakland, California on February 2, 1930

W6EJA, of Point Richmond, has signed on as second operator on the 
S.S. Admiral Watson, running between Seattle and San Diego.



Lorain Emil “Bud” Walton - W6AED
June 19, 1914 – November 30, 1994

• Active in 1938 – Contacted Adm. Byrd’s Antarctic 
Expedition; active with Pacific DX stations

• November 1977 - W6AED Advanced Lorain E Walton, 8670 
Sunnyside Cutoff Rd, Sandpoint ID 83864

• Western Washington DX Club – Member 9/93 as W6AED/7
• DXer December 1995 reports Bud as a Silent Key



L. E. “Bud” Walton – WB7ETJ

“Charter 
Member
N.C.D.X.

Club
W6AED”



L. E. “Bud” Walton - W6AED

The USS Hoel was part of the famous ‘Taffy 3’ 
task force under the command of Rear Admiral 
Clifton A. F. Sprague during the battle of Leyte 
Gulf.



L. E. “Bud” Walton - W6AED

The USS Hoel was sunk during the Battle Off 
Samar on October 25, 1944 and had only 89 
survivors of the 342 crew.



L. E. “Bud” Walton - W6AED

Only 89 of Hoel's complement survived; 253 officers 
and men died with their ship, at least 40 of them dying 
in the water while awaiting rescue.

Lorain E. “Bud” Walton survived.



“Bud” Walton - W6AED
26 October 1944

Some 1200 survivors of USS 
Gambier Bay (CVE-73), USS Hoel 
(DD-533), USS Johnston (DD-557) 
and USS Samuel B. Roberts (DE-
413) were rescued during the days 
following the action.

This happened less than 2 years 
before Bud helped found the 
NCDXC.



“Bud” Walton - W6AED
There’s more to learn about the USS Hoel & The Battle off Samar

And the brave men who fought on the USS Hoel

YouTube: 
When the War 
Got Personal: 
The Story of 
the Men of the 
USS Hoel.



L. E. “Bud” Walton - W6AED

CRT - Chief Radio Technician – WW2

DEATH Douglas County, Oregon, USA

BURIAL San Joaquin Valley National Cemetery
Santa Nella, Merced County, California

Astrid Dagney “Gussie” Gaustad Walton
PFC, US Army



John D. “Jack” Holmes, Jr. - W6BUY

• Director – 1948 & 1951
• Secretary/Treasurer – 1956 & 1958
• Operated from Bray, Ireland as EI2VSB 



John D. “Jack” Holmes - W6BUY

• November 2000 QST – 70 Year Member
• John Holmes, Jr.  - W6BUY – Reno, NV



John D. “Jack” Holmes - W6BUY

SIRARC – Life 
Honorary 

Key to John 
D. Holmes, Jr 

W6BUY



John D. “Jack” Holmes - W6BUY

331st Medical Battalion

Headquarters 106th Infantry Division
APO #443, U.S. Army
General Orders No. 76

15 September 1945

The Medical Badge is awarded to the following officers and 
enlisted men for satisfactory performance of medical duties in 
combat:



John D. “Jack” Holmes - W6BUY
The 331st Medical Battalion was right in the middle of the Battle 

of the Bulge – 16 DEC 1944 to 25 JAN 1945



John D. “Jack” Holmes - W6BUY

Sailed for home 
on the Queen 

Mary 5 SEP 1945

“Holmes, John, D. Jr“ – MD - S/Sgt – 31302464 - Company C

35th Infantry Division - Queen Mary Returning Passenger List
110th Medical Battalion

35th Infantry 
Division 

110th Medical 
Battalion



Elvin Feige - W6TT
1906 - 2001

• Co-owner of Elmar Electronics with Mario, W6DUB, in Oakland
• 186 CW, 104 Phone, 40 Zones in 1948
• License renewed in 1997 but cancelled in 2001



Elvin Feige, W6TT



Elvin Feige - W6TT
1906 - 2001

Elvin William Feige (born 1906)



Elvin Feige - W6TT

Commodore, Oakland Yacht Club - 1962



Horace Greer, 6TI, lived 3 miles away …

From 1920 to appox. 1931, 6TT was assigned to the Associated 
Radio Amateurs at A. Austin, 6CLT’s QTH.

Spring 1938 – First listing of Elvin Feige as W6TT



Mario Chirone  - W6DUB
August 15, 1913 - June 14, 2006

• Co-owner of Elmar Electronics with Elvin, W6TT, in Oakland
• Graduate Oakland Technical High School 
• National Electronics Distributors Association

• President
• Executive Director

• Active Amateur 1928 - 1998



Mario Chirone  - W6DUB



Mario Chirone  - W6DUB

Elvin Feige - W6TT

Business Partners 



Mario Chirone  - W6DUB

Charter Member of the Mount Diablo ARC
Charter closed May 1, 1947



Mario Chirone  - W6DUB



Mario Chirone  - W6DUB



Sometimes the Internet 
reveals amazing things …

Echoes of Past DX
Hamgallery.com



Mario, 
W6DUB, sends 
his QSL card to 
Ray, XU8RA, 
for a QSO on 
20 APR 1940 …

And …



Here is the XU8RA QSL card to W6DUB for that QSO !!



It’s all here:  Mario, the Op, his 1940 station 
and QSLs for both sides of the DX QSO – 80 years ago!



Well, 
it’s 
about 
that 
time …



Any Questions?



Thanks for 
watching!


